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 17.04.010  General provisions. 
 A. This Chapter, as amended from time to time, and the 
Official Zoning Map (adopted by Section 2 of Ordinance 4, 1999) 
as amended from time to time, may be cited as the City’s zoning 
regulations or zoning ordinance. 
 
 B. The purpose of these zoning regulations is to promote 
the public health, safety and welfare, and the convenience, 
order, prosperity and welfare of the present and future 
inhabitants of the City by lessening congestion on public 
rights-of-way; securing safety from fire, floodwaters and other 
dangers; providing adequate light and air; protecting the tax 
base of the City; securing economy in governmental expenditures; 
conserving the value of property; protecting both urban and 
nonurban development; and encouraging the most appropriate use 
of land. 
 
 C. The City hereby declares that the regulation and 
development of land, including regulation by these zoning 
regulations, is exclusively a matter of local and municipal 
concern, and any provision of any Statute or regulation of the 
State in conflict with the provisions of these zoning 
regulations, or any limitation imposed by any Statute or 
regulation of the State otherwise applicable are hereby 
superseded; provided, however, the City shall retain any and all 
powers authorized by State law with respect to land development 
regulations and zoning even though not specified within this 
Chapter, and such powers may be exercised in any lawful manner 
free from any limitations imposed by State Statute or 
regulation. (Ord. 4 §1, 1999) 
 
 17.04.020  Definitions. 
 A. The following words and terms shall be defined as 
follows for the purposes of these zoning regulations: 
  1.  ACCESSORY USE: A use which is subordinate to, 
clearly incidental to, customarily in connection with, and 
ordinarily located on the same premises as the permitted use.  
Child care facilities which meet the criteria set out in 
subsection 17.04.240 (D) and adult care facilities which meet 
the criteria set forth in subsection 17.04.240(F) shall be 
considered an accessory use to a residence in all districts.  
Home occupations which meet the criteria set out in subsection 
17.04.240(A) shall be considered an accessory use to a residence 
in all districts. The provision of services to a use on a site 
involving the temporary use of vehicles or mobile equipment 
shall be considered accessory to the use utilizing such services 
at such site. 



  2. ADULT CARE FACILITY:  A facility which meets all 
applicable state and federal requirements and is certified by 
the state to provide adult day care services to eligible persons 
and which provides care and supervision for adults needing such 
care and supervision, other than for adults living in the 
residence. 
  3.  ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY: A facility which 
provides a place to live for children, elderly, developmentally 
disabled, or disabled individuals, which also provides a limited 
staff to provide assistance to the residents, but does not 
include hospitals or nursing homes. 
  4.  BED AND BREAKFAST OPERATIONS: A residential 
building where, for compensation, temporary lodging is provided 
in a “family” atmosphere for thirty days or less, with only the 
breakfast meal provided and a manager residing on the premises, 
with not more than four guest rooms (which may not contain food 
preparation facilities).  Such use shall not include accessory 
uses such as newsstands or gift shops. 
  5. CHILD CARE FACILITY: Any facility, including a 
residence, which provides care and supervision for children 
other than children of the family living in a residence, 
including foster homes, day care homes and centers, but 
excluding schools, jails and detention facilities. 
  6. CONDITIONAL USE: A use which is permitted only 
after review and approval pursuant to Sections 17.04.250 and 
17.04.290. 
  7. DUPLEX: A residence with two (2) dwelling units 
in a single building. 
  8. DWELLING UNIT: An area in a building containing 
cooking, living and sanitary facilities designed for use, or 
used, by a single family for residential purposes. 
  9. FACTORY BUILT HOUSING:  Dwelling units which are 
substantially or entirely manufactured in a factory or other 
facility and thereafter moved onto property sites, in one or 
more component parts, including homes commonly known as “mobile 
homes” and “modular homes,” and those which are manufactured and 
certified pursuant to 42 USC 540 et seq., or manufactured and 
certified pursuant to other construction standards; excepting, 
however, all Allowed Modular Housing  which is hereby defined as 
a properly completed and City approved assembly of one or more 
modular dwelling units, and components thereof, that are 
manufactured off-site and specially certified by the State of 
Colorado to meet the architectural and safety standards of the 
building code, as adopted by the City of Delta under Delta 
Municipal Code Chapter 15.04, and bear the State’s official 
insignia attesting to such special certification. 



  10. FAMILY: One or more individuals occupying a 
single dwelling unit and living as a single housekeeping unit 
with a maximum of eight (8) adults. 
  11. GAS STATION: Any building or lot having 
facilities for the sale of gasoline and other fuels for use by 
motor vehicles, which may include incidental facilities for 
service and minor repair of motor vehicles. 
  12. GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES: Any building 
or facility owned and operated by the United States of America, 
the State of Colorado, the City of Delta, or any agency or 
political subdivision thereof. 
  13. HOME OCCUPATION: Any commercial activity, whether 
for profit or non-profit, conducted within a dwelling unit or 
accessory garage. 
  14. HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION: Any entity, whether a 
corporation, partnership, unincorporated association, or other 
entity existing for the purpose of maintaining commonly owned 
facilities or enforcing private protective covenants whose 
members or shareholders are the property owners involved. 
  15.  MEDICAL MARIJUANA:  As defined in C.R.S. § 44-11-
104. 
  16.  MEDICAL MARIJUANA CULTIVATION:  The cultivation 
of medical marijuana as a licensed “optional premises 
cultivation operation” as defined in C.R.S. § 44-11-104. 
  17.  MEDICAL MARIJUANA FACILITY:  A facility licensed 
for medical marijuana cultivation, medical marijuana infused 
products manufacturing, medical marijuana sales, or medical 
marijuana testing. 
  18.  MEDICAL MARIJUANA INFUSED PRODUCTS MANUFACTURING:  
The manufacturing of “medical marijuana infused products” by a 
licensed “medical marijuana infused products manufacturer” as 
defined in C.R.S. § 44-11-104. 
  19.  MEDICAL MARIJUANA RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT:  
Scientific, medical or industrial investigation, research and 
development regarding the uses, effects, benefits and/or dangers 
of medical marijuana under circumstances that do not require a 
separate State or City license, or such activities conducted in 
connection with a licensed medical marijuana facility.   
  20.  MEDICAL MARIJUANA SALES:  The sale of medical 
marijuana as a licensed “medical marijuana center” as defined in 
C.R.S. § 44-11-104. 
  21.  MEDICAL MARIJUANA TESTING:  The testing of 
medical marijuana by a licensed testing facility as described in 
C.R.S. § 44-11-405.  
 



  22. MOBILE HOME AND MOBILE HOME PARK: Mobile home and 
mobile home park are defined as defined in Chapter 15.52 of this 
Code. 
  23. MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENCE: Any residence with 
three (3) or more dwelling units in a single building. 
  24. NONCONFORMING USE: A use which does not comply 
with the use regulations, dimensional requirements or other 
regulations of these zoning regulations. 
  25. PUBLIC UTILITY SERVICE FACILITIES: Transmission 
and distribution facilities for natural gas, electricity, 
telephone, and cable television necessary to provide service to 
customers located in the various districts of the City, such as 
pipes, lines, mains, wires, transformers, valves, and other 
related appurtenances, but not including buildings, offices, and 
production or generation facilities, antennas, transmitters, 
receivers, and related structures. 
  26. RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS: Residential Districts 
include the A-1, R-R, R-1, R-1A, R-2, R-3, R-4, MHR, MR, and OR 
Districts. 
  27.  RETAIL MARIJUANA:  As defined in C.R.S. § 44-12-
103. 
  28.  RETAIL MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENT: As defined in 
C.R.S. § 44-12-103. 
  29. TRAVEL HOME AND TRAVEL HOME PARK: Travel home and 
travel home park are defined as defined in Chapter 15.52 of this 
Code. 
  30. USE: The activity or purpose for which property, 
a building or other structure is designed, arranged, intended, 
occupied or maintained. 
  31. USE-BY-RIGHT: A use which is permitted or allowed 
in the district involved, without review by the Planning 
Commission, and complies with the provisions of these zoning 
regulations and other applicable City ordinances and 
regulations. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord, 31, §1, 2000; Ord. 9, §11, 
2004; Ord. 7, §1 & §2, 2005; Ord. 4, §1, 2008; Ord.17, §3, 2018) 
 
 17.04.030  Zoning map. 
 A. The 1999 Revised Zoning Map of the City, (as adopted 
by Section 2 of Ordinance 4, 1999), as such may be amended from 
time to time, may be known or cited as the Official Zoning Map 
of the City. 
 B. Amendments to the Official Zoning Map may be made by 
an ordinance enacting a revised map or by an ordinance amending 
portions of the Official Zoning Map, by specifying the 
description of the property to be rezoned.  A copy of the 
Official Zoning Map, as amended from time to time, shall be 
maintained in City Hall available for public inspection.  



Periodically, copies of the Official Zoning Map, as amended, may 
be reproduced and made available to the public. 
 
 C. The regulations and limitations on uses for the 
various districts provided for in this Chapter shall apply 
within the boundaries of each such district as indicated on the 
Official Zoning Map.  The district boundaries, as shown on the 
Official Zoning Map, shall be construed to follow the center 
lines of streets, to follow platted lot lines or the lines of 
undivided parcels of property, or to follow the City limits when 
the boundary is shown as approximately in the vicinity of such 
lines.  Distances may be determined by the scale of the map. 
(Ord. 4, §1, 1999) 
 
 17.04.040 A-1 District. 
 A. INTENT: The intent of this District is to provide a 
district with a rural atmosphere for residential uses and 
agriculturally related uses. 
 
 B. USES BY RIGHT:  
  1. Single family homes and duplexes. 
  2. Farms and ranches, including keeping livestock 
and poultry. 
  3. Farming and truck gardening, including sales of 
produce grown on the premises. 
  4. Golf courses. 
  5. Grange halls. 
  6. Public utility service facilities. 
  7. Government buildings and facilities. 
  8. Parks and recreation facilities owned or operated 
by a homeowners’ association. 
  9. Churches. 
  10. Rodeo grounds. 
  11. Accessory uses. 
  12. Assisted living facilities with no more than 8 
residents. 
  13. Cemeteries. 
  14. Horse training facilities with adequate offstreet 
loading and parking areas, and dust control, and no more than 
one horse per acre on the site at any time. 
  15.  Greenhouses.   
 
 C. CONDITIONAL USES: 
  1. Turf and sod farms, nurseries. 
  2. Fur farms, kennels, commercial poultry farms, and 
commercial feed yards and lots. 
  3. Bed and breakfast operations. 



  4. Child care facilities not allowed as an accessory 
use. 
  5. Horse training facilities with more than one 
horse per acre on the premises at any time. 
  6. Adult care facilities. 
  7.   Medical marijuana cultivation.   
 
 D. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS:  

1.   Both site built and factory built housing shall 
be constructed in compliance with applicable provisions of 
Chapters 15.04 or 15.05 of the Delta Municipal Code, shall 
be permanently attached to a permanent foundation, shall 
have brick, wood, masonry, stucco or cosmetically 
equivalent exterior surfaces, shall have a minimum width 
and length of not less than 20' each, and a minimum eave 
overhang of 12 inches.  Provided, however, if a lawfully 
existing factory built or site built structure is 
determined by the City to be unsafe pursuant to §102 of the 
Uniform Building Code, or substantially substandard with 
respect to current provisions of the building, plumbing, 
mechanical, fire, and electrical codes, it may, if removed 
from the premises, be replaced by a site built or factory 
built house which meets all of the above minimum criteria 
other than the width and length and eave overhand 
requirements. 

2.    Greenhouses.  
a. No noise, dirt, smoke, or odor shall be 

observable from Greenhouses.   
b.   All lighting fixtures shall be shielded so 

that the light source is not directly visible off the 
premises  
3. Medical marijuana cultivation facilities must be 

licensed through the State of Colorado and the City of 
Delta and shall comply with the following additional 
standards: 

 a. No noise, dirt or smoke shall be observable 
off of the premises. 

b. No owner of real property or person in 
charge thereof shall allow, permit or cause the odor 
of marijuana to emanate from that premises to any 
other property.  
c. All outdoor lighting fixtures shall be shielded 
so that the light source is not directly visible off 
the premises.   
 d. No medical marijuana cultivation facility 

shall be located within one hundred feet (100’) of any 



dwelling unit, except dwelling units located within the A-1 
District on the same property. 

 e. Must be fully enclosed by a building or 
structure including a roof.  Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 31, §5, 
2000; Ord. 9, §5, 8 & 9, 2004; Ord. 9, §3, 2005; Ord. 17, 
§,4, 2018) 

 
 17.04.050  R-R District. 
 A. INTENT: The R-R District is intended to provide an 
area of large single family residential lots with semi-rural 
environment for site built homes. 
 
 B. USES BY RIGHT: 
  1. Single family homes. 
  2. Public utility service facilities. 
  3. Government buildings and facilities. 
  4. Parks and recreation facilities owned or operated 
by a homeowners’ association. 
  5. Accessory uses. 
 
 C. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS: No Factory Built Housing, 
except for Allowed Modular Housing as defined in Section 
17.04.020(A)(9), shall be authorized.  Any Allowed Modular 
Unit(s) must be permanently attached to an engineered foundation 
and properly connected, completed and inspected on site in 
accord with the reasonably applicable provisions of Chapter 
15.04 of the Delta Municipal Code as outlined in the pertinent 
building permit. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 4, §2, 2008) 
 
 17.04.060  R-1 District.  
 A. INTENT: The R-1 District is intended to provide a 
quiet, low-density development for site built single family 
residences.   
 
 B. USES BY RIGHT: 
  1. Single family homes. 
  2. Public utility service facilities. 
  3. Government buildings and facilities. 
  4. Parks and recreation facilities owned or operated 
by a homeowners’ association. 
  5.  Assisted living facilities with no more than 8 
residents 
  6. Accessory uses. 
 
 C. CONDITIONAL USES: 
  1. Child care facilities not allowed as an accessory 
use. 



  2. Adult care facilities not allowed as an accessory 
use. 
 
 D. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS: No Factory Built Housing, 
except for Allowed Modular Housing as defined in Section 
17.04.020(A)(9), shall be authorized.  Any Allowed Modular 
Unit(s) must be permanently attached to an engineered foundation 
and properly connected, completed and inspected on site in 
accord with the reasonably applicable provisions of Chapter 
15.04 of the Delta Municipal Code as outlined in the pertinent 
building permit. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 7, §4, 2005; Ord. 4, 
§3, 2008) 
 
 17.04.070  R-1A District.  
 A. INTENT: The R-1A District is intended to provide a 
quiet, low-density development for single family residences, 
site built or factory built homes. 
 
 B. USES BY RIGHT: 
  1. Single family homes. 
  2. Public utility service facilities. 
  3. Government buildings and facilities. 
  4. Parks and recreation facilities owned or operated 
by a homeowners’ association. 
  5.  Assisted living facilities with no more than 8 
residents. 
  6. Accessory uses. 
 
 C. CONDITIONAL USES: 
  1. Child care facilities not allowed as an accessory 
use. 
  2. Adult care facilities not allowed as an accessory 
use. 
 
 D. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS: Both site built and factory 
built housing shall be constructed in compliance with applicable 
provisions of Chapters 15.04 or 15.05 of the Delta Municipal 
Code, shall be permanently attached to a permanent foundation, 
shall have brick, wood, masonry, stucco or cosmetically 
equivalent exterior surfaces, shall have a minimum width and 
length of not less than 20' each, and a minimum eave overhang of 
12 inches. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 7, §5, 2005) 
 
 17.04.080  R-2 District. 
 A. INTENT: The R-2 District is intended to provide an 
area which is suitable for single family homes and duplexes.  



This District provides for other uses which are compatible with 
such uses. 
  
 B. USES BY RIGHT: 
  1. Single family homes and duplexes. 
  2. Public utility service facilities. 
  3. Government buildings and facilities. 
  4. Parks and recreation facilities owned or operated 
by a homeowners’ association. 
  5. Churches. 
  6. Assisted living facility with no more than 8 
residents. 
  7. Accessory uses. 
  8. Bed and breakfast operations which are limited to 
no more that two guest rooms. 
 
 C. CONDITIONAL USES: 
  1. Child care facilities not allowed as an accessory 
use.  
  2. Adult care facilities not allowed as an accessory 
use. 
 
 D. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS: No Factory Built Housing, 
except for Allowed Modular Housing as defined in Section 
17.04.020(A)(9), shall be authorized.  Any Allowed Modular 
Unit(s) must be permanently attached to an engineered foundation 
and properly connected, completed and inspected on site in 
accord with the reasonably applicable provisions of Chapter 
15.04 of the Delta Municipal Code as outlined in the pertinent 
building permit. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 31, §1, 2000; Ord. 7, 
§6, 2005; Ord. 4 §4, 2008) 
 
 17.04.090  R-3 District. 
 A. INTENT: The R-3 District is intended to provide an 
area which is suitable for single family homes, duplexes and 
multi-family residences with intermediate overall density.  This 
District provides for other uses which are compatible with such 
residential uses. 
 
 B. USES BY RIGHT: 
  1. Single family homes, duplexes, multi-family 
residences. 
  2. Public utility service facilities. 
  3. Government buildings and facilities. 
  4. Parks and recreation facilities owned or operated 
by a homeowners’ association. 
  5. Churches. 



  6. Assisted living facilities. 
  7. Bed and breakfast operations. 
  8. Child care facilities. 
  9. Accessory uses. 
  10. Adult care facilities. 
 
 C. CONDITIONAL USES: 
  1. Nursing homes for the aged, invalid, ill, or 
mentally impaired. 
 
 D. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS: No Factory Built Housing, 
except for Allowed Modular Housing as defined in Section 
17.04.020(A)(9), shall be authorized.  Any Allowed Modular 
Unit(s) must be permanently attached to an engineered foundation 
and properly connected, completed and inspected on site in 
accord with the reasonably applicable provisions of Chapter 
15.04 of the Delta Municipal Code as outlined in the pertinent 
building permit.  (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 7, §7, 2005; Ord. 4, 
§5, 2008) 
 
 17.04.100  R-4 District. 
 A. INTENT: The R-4 District is intended to provide for 
high density multiple family residences and to allow variable 
densities.  It allows variety in the types of residences and 
other compatible uses. 
 
 B. USES BY RIGHT: 
  1. Single family homes, duplexes, and multiple 
family residences. 
  2. Public utility service facilities. 
  3. Government buildings and facilities. 
  4. Parks and recreation facilities owned or operated 
by a homeowners’ association. 
  5. Churches. 
  6. Bed and breakfast operations. 
  7. Assisted living facilities. 
  8. Child care facilities. 
  9. Accessory uses. 
  10. Adult care facilities. 
 
 C. CONDITIONAL USES:  
  1. Nursing homes for the aged, invalid, or mentally 
ill or impaired. 
 
 D. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS: No Factory Built Housing, 
except for Allowed Modular Housing as defined in Section 
17.04.020(A)(9), shall be authorized.  Any Allowed Modular 



Unit(s) must be permanently attached to an engineered foundation 
and properly connected, completed and inspected on site in 
accord with the reasonably applicable provisions of Chapter 
15.04 of the Delta Municipal Code as outlined in the pertinent 
building permit. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 7, §8, 2005; Ord. 4, 
§6, 2008) 
 
 17.04.110 MHR District. 
 A. INTENT: The MHR District is intended to provide a 
suitable environment for single family site built and factory 
built homes and is designed to allow a high density of single 
family residences and related uses. 
 
 B. USES BY RIGHT: 
  1. Single family homes. 
  2. Mobile home parks, including accessory service 
buildings, storage areas, recreation facilities, convenience 
stores, gift shops, offices and child care centers, which are 
owned and operated by the park owner for the use of the park and 
its residents. 
  3. Government buildings and facilities. 
  4. Parks and recreation facilities owned or operated 
by a homeowner’s association. 
  5. Churches. 
  6. Public utility service facilities. 
  7. Assisted living facilities with no more than 8 
residents 
  8. Bed and breakfast operations. 
  9. Accessory uses. 
 
 C. CONDITIONAL USES: 
  1. Nursing homes for the aged, invalid, ill, or 
mentally impaired. 
  2. Child care facilities. 
  3. Adult care facilities. 
 
 D. Mobile home parks shall comply with the requirements 
of Chapter 15.52 in addition to these zoning regulations.  
Chapter 15.52 shall control with respect to any conflict with 
these regulations. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 9, §6, 2004; Ord. 7, 
§9, 2005) 
 
 17.04.120 MR District. 
 A. INTENT: The MR District provides for a mixture of 
medically oriented activities, clinics, pharmacies, and 
hospitals along with residences.  
 



 B. USES BY RIGHT: 
  1. Doctors’ and dentists’ offices, clinics, and 
pharmacies. 
  2. Hospitals (not including animal hospitals). 
  3. Single family homes, duplexes and multi-family 
residences. 
  4. Government buildings and facilities. 
  5. Churches, including accessory child care 
facilities and schools. 
  6. Parks and recreation facilities owned or operated 
by a homeowners’ association. 
  7. Public utility service facilities. 
  8. Floral shops. 
  9. Nursing homes and sanitariums for the aged, 
invalid, or mentally ill or impaired. 
  10. Bed and breakfast operations.  
  11. Child care facilities. 
  12. Assisted living facilities. 
  13. Accessory uses. 
  14. Sales and distribution of medical supplies 
substantially focused within Western Colorado. 
  15. Cemeteries. 
  16. Medically oriented retail or service businesses, 
excluding manufacturing. 
  17. Adult care facilities. 
 
 C. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS: No Factory Built Housing, 
except for Allowed Modular Housing as defined in Section 
17.04.020(A)(9), shall be authorized.  Any Allowed Modular 
Unit(s) must be permanently attached to an engineered foundation 
and properly connected, completed and inspected on site in 
accord with the reasonably applicable provisions of Chapter 
15.04 of the Delta Municipal Code as outlined in the pertinent 
building permit. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 44, 2000; Ord. 9, §7, 
2004; Ord. 7, §10, 2005; Ord. 4, §7, 2008) 
 
 17.04.130 OR District. 
 A. INTENT: The OR District is intended to allow for a mix 
of offices and residences in areas adjacent to commercial zones 
or in areas in transition from residential to commercial uses. 
 
 B. USES BY RIGHT: 
  1. Offices. 
  2. Single family homes. 
  3. Duplexes. 
  4. Multi-family residences. 
  5. Government buildings and facilities. 



  6. Churches. 
  7. Parks and recreation facilities owned or operated 
by a homeowners’ association. 
  8. Public utility service facilities. 
  9. Child care facilities. 
  10. Bed and breakfast operations. 
  11. Assisted living facilities. 
  12. Accessory uses. 
  13. Adult care facilities. 
 
 C. CONDITIONAL USES: 
  1. Nursing homes for the aged, invalid, or mentally 
ill or impaired. 
 
 D. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS: No Factory Built Housing, 
except for Allowed Modular Housing as defined in Section 
17.04.020(A)(9), shall be authorized.  Any Allowed Modular 
Unit(s) must be permanently attached to an engineered foundation 
and properly connected, completed and inspected on site in 
accord with the reasonably applicable provisions of Chapter 
15.04 of the Delta Municipal Code as outlined in the pertinent 
building permit. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 7, §11, 2005; Ord. 4, 
§8, 2008) 
 
 17.04.140  B-1 District. 
 A. INTENT: The intent of this district is to establish 
and preserve a central business district convenient and 
attractive for a wide range of retail uses and business, 
government and professional offices and places of amusement in a 
setting conducive to and safe for a high volume of pedestrian 
traffic. 
 
 B. USES BY RIGHT: 
  1. Retail stores, business and professional offices 
and service establishments which cater to the general shopping 
public. 
  2. Libraries and museums. 
  3. Government buildings and facilities. 
  4. Public utility service facilities. 
  5. Private and fraternal clubs. 
  6. Theaters and places of amusement. 
  7. Restaurants and taverns. 
  8. Depots. 
  9. Churches (off-street parking required). 
  10. Child care facilities (off-street parking 
required). 
  11. Hotels and motels (off-street parking required). 



  12. Parking lots and garages. 
  13. Single family homes, duplexes, dwelling units in 
buildings containing other uses, and multiple family residences 
(off-street parking required). 
  14. Schools (off-street parking required). 
  15. Retail stores, business and service 
establishments serving the general public but which also involve 
limited manufacturing of the products supplied. 
  16. Funeral homes (off-street parking required). 
  17. Parks and playgrounds. 
  18. Accessory uses. 
  19. Adult care facilities (off-street parking 
required). 
 
 C. CONDITIONAL USES:  
  1. Small manufacturing operations which meet the 
following criteria in addition to the criteria of Section 
17.04.250: 
   a. The manufacturing activities shall be 
totally enclosed within a building. 
   b. All storage of equipment, supplies, 
materials and inventory shall be within an enclosed building.  
No exterior storage is allowed. 
   c. Trucks, trailers and other vehicles shall 
not be parked on the public street.  No more than one shipment 
operation may occur per day. 
   d. The activity shall not result in any public 
or private nuisance. 
   e. Off street parking is required. 
  2. Antennae for “personal wireless services” as 
defined in 97 USC 332(c)(7). 
 
 D. The following uses are not to be construed as a “use 
by right” or a “conditional use” in the B-1 District. 
  1. Farm implement sales or service establishments. 
  2. Mobile home sales or service establishments. 
  3. Feed storage or sales establishments. 
  4. Veterinary clinics. 
  5. Construction or contractors’ equipment storage 
facilities. 
  6. Machine and welding shops. 
  7. Aboveground storage of hazardous fuels. 
  8. Manufacturing and industrial uses except as 
authorized above. 
  9. Storage facilities. 
  10. Vehicle sales and service establishments. 
  11. Gas stations. 



  12. Car washes. 
 
 E. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS:  
  1. No use shall be established, maintained or 
conducted in any B-1 District that will result in any public or 
private nuisance. 
  2. No Factory Built Housing, except for Allowed 
Modular Housing as defined in Section 17.04.020(A)(9), shall be 
authorized.  Any Allowed Modular Unit(s) must be permanently 
attached to an engineered foundation and properly connected, 
completed and inspected on site in accord with the reasonably 
applicable provisions of Chapter 15.04 of the Delta Municipal 
Code as outlined in the pertinent building permit. 
  3. Dwelling units shall not be located on the ground 
floor within 75 feet of Main Street between Second Street and 
Fifth Street. 
  4. Antennae for “personal wireless services” shall 
not stand alone, but shall be incorporated into other existing 
structures in an unobtrusive fashion and shall be subject to the 
same setback requirements as buildings. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 
7, §12, 2005; Ord. 4, §9, 2008) 
 
 17.04.150  B-2 District. 
 A. INTENT: The B-2 District is intended for a large 
variety of uses to conveniently serve customers.  (It shall 
include all areas previously classified before November of 2011 
as being within the B-4 District.) 
 
 B. USES BY RIGHT: 
  1. Those listed in the B-1 District as “uses by 
right.” 
  2. Laundromats. 
  3. Bowling alleys. 
  4. Car washes. 
  5. Rental storage units with a maximum rental unit 
size of three hundred (300) square feet. 
  6. Veterinary clinics or hospitals for small 
animals. 
  7. Nursing homes, sanatoriums, and hospitals. 
  8. Retail building material supply businesses. 
  9. Gas stations and vehicle repair businesses. 
  10. Farm implement and vehicle sales and service 
establishments. 
  11. Wholesale distribution. 
  12.  Greenhouses.   
 
 C. CONDITIONAL USES: 



  1. Those “conditional uses” listed for the B-1 
District not listed as a use by right in (B) above, except small 
manufacturing specified in Subsection 17.04.140(C)(1). 
  2. Travel home parks. 
  3. Small manufacturing operations which meet the 
following criteria in addition to the criteria of Section 
17.04.250: 
   a. The manufacturing activities shall be 
totally enclosed within a building. 
   b. All storage of equipment, supplies, 
materials and inventory shall be within an enclosed building.  
No exterior storage is allowed. 
   c. Trucks, trailers and other vehicles shall 
not be parked on the public street.  
   d. The activity shall not result in any public 
or private nuisance. 
   e. Off street parking is required. 
  4. Mobile home sales establishments. 
  5. Medical marijuana cultivation 
  6. Medical marijuana sales 
 
 D. The following uses are not to be construed as a “use 
by right” or “conditional use” in the B-2 District: 
  1. Bulk Feed and storage and sales establishments. 
  2. Veterinary clinics or hospitals for large 
animals. 
  3. Construction and contractor’s equipment storage 
facilities. 
  4. Machine and welding shops. 
  5. Aboveground storage facilities for hazardous 
fuels. 
  6. Manufacturing and industrial uses except as 
specifically allowed above. 
  7. Storage facilities (small rental storage units 
are allowed). 
 
 E. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS:  
  1. No use shall be established, maintained or 
conducted in any B-2 District that will result in any public or 
private nuisance. 
  2. No Factory Built Housing, except for Allowed 
Modular Housing as defined in Section 17.04.020(A)(9), shall be 
authorized.  Any Allowed Modular Unit(s) must be permanently 
attached to an engineered foundation and properly connected, 
completed and inspected on site in accord with the reasonably 
applicable provisions of Chapter 15.04 of the Delta Municipal 
Code as outlined in the pertinent building permit. 



  3. In addition to other applicable requirements, 
rental storage operations must be constructed and maintained in 
compliance with the following performance standards: 
   a. Rental storage buildings must either be 
located a minimum of 300 feet from any state or federal highway 
or shall be screened by landscaping or masonry or wood fences so 
they are not visible from state or federal highways. 
   b. All driveways and parking spaces shall be 
paved for a distance of 40 feet from the curb, with a minimum 
paving width matching the width of the curb cut concrete apron.  
This requirement may be reduced by 25% if the driveway slopes 
down towards the property from the City street. 
   c. The site shall be graded to provide adequate 
drainage. 
   d. The site shall be either hard surfaced or 
graveled with adequate amounts of rock.  If a gravel surface is 
used, it must be maintained from time to time in a manner which 
prevents the movement of mud from the site onto the City 
streets. 
   e. (1)  Storage buildings shall be designed and 
built with a minimum of one foot (1’) of change in the planes of 
the walls per each hundred feet (100’) of building length, and 
with a minimum of twenty percent (20%) of the wall and door 
areas of a different color than the rest of the building. 
    (2) The maximum height for storage 
buildings shall be 17 feet.  
    (3) Individual storage units must be no 
larger than 300 square feet in floor area. 
   f. The site must have a minimum five foot wide 
strip abutting adjacent streets landscaped in accordance with a 
landscape plan approved by the City, which shall include 
substantial vegetation.  The property owner shall be responsible 
for maintenance of the landscape strip. 
   g. The operation must be maintained in good 
safe and sanitary condition in compliance with these standards 
and shall not create any nuisance by dust, light or other 
factors to other property in the area. 
   h. The mini-storage buildings must be located 
northerly of First Street extended. 
          4.    Antennae for “personal wireless services” shall 
be incorporated into other existing structures in an unobtrusive 
fashion and shall be subject to the same setback requirements as 
buildings.  

5.  Mobile home sales establishments:  
a. Lot size must be adequate for the proposed 

use.  



b. Display units may not encroach on, into or 
above the setbacks.  

c. All storage of equipment, supplies, and 
materials shall be within an enclosed building. No exterior 
storage is allowed, except the inventory of display models to be 
sold. No used modular, or mobile homes may be stored on the lot, 
except those in like new condition and ready for sale. Steel 
frames may be stored no longer than seven (7) days after removed 
from a modular or mobile home that has been placed at another 
location.  

d. Trucks, trailers and other vehicles shall not 
be parked on the public streets.  

e. Display units shall not be lived in. A display 
unit may be used for an office if a building permit is obtained 
for setting up the unit and a Certificate of Occupancy has been 
issued for use as an office. No more than one unit may be set up 
as an office.  

f. Off street parking is required.  
g. Backing onto arterials is not allowed; either 

by the public or maneuvering of the modular or mobile home. Site 
must be large enough to accommodate maneuvering of units for 
display on site. 
  6.    Greenhouses  

a.  No noise, dirt, smoke, or odor shall be 
observable from Greenhouses. 

b.  All lighting fixtures shall be shielded so 
that the light source is not directly visible 
off the premises.   

7.  Medical marijuana facilities must be licensed 
through the State of Colorado and the City of Delta and 
shall comply with the following additional standards: 

 a. No noise, dirt or smoke shall be observable 
off of the premises. 

 b. No owner of real property or person in 
charge thereof shall allow, permit or cause the odor of 
marijuana to emanate from that premises to any other 
property. 

 c. All outdoor lighting fixtures shall be 
shielded so that the light source is not directly visible 
off the premises. 

d. No medical marijuana facility shall be 
located within one hundred feet (100’) of any dwelling 
unit, except dwelling units located within the A-1 
District on the same property.   
 e. Must be fully enclosed by a building or 

structure including a roof. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 3, §11, 
2008; Ord. 4, §10, 2008; Ord. 17, §5, 2018)  



 17.04.160  B-3 District. 
 A. INTENT: The B-3 District is intended for a large 
variety of uses that require large storage areas to conveniently 
serve customers. 
 
 B. USES BY RIGHT: 
  1. Uses listed as “uses by right” in the B-1 and B-2 
Districts. 
  2. Electronic and telecommunications antennas, 
receivers and transmitters. 
  3. Mobile home sales or service establishments. 
  4. Machine and welding shops. 
  5. Large equipment rental businesses. 
  6. Feed storage and sales establishments. 
  7. Construction and contractors’ office and 
equipment storage facilities. 
  8. Aboveground fuel storage facilities for hazardous 
fuels. 
  9. Warehouses and storage facilities.  (Excluding 
bulk storage of materials that are flammable or explosive or 
that create hazardous or commonly recognized offensive 
conditions) 
  10. Veterinary clinics or hospitals for large 
animals. 
  11.   Medical marijuana testing.   
  

C. CONDITIONAL USES: 
  1. Uses listed as conditional uses in the B-1 and B-
2 Districts not listed as a specified Use by Right in (B) above. 
  2. Manufacturing not allowed as a Use by Right in 
(B)(1) above. 
  3. Storage of non-fuel hazardous materials including 
explosives. 
  4.   Medical marijuana products manufacturing.   
  5. Medical marijuana research and development.   
 
 D. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS:  
  1. No use shall be established, maintained, or 
conducted in any B-3 District that will result in any public or 
private nuisance. 
  2. No Factory Built Housing, except for Allowed 
Modular Housing as defined in Section 17.04.020(A)(9), shall be 
authorized.  Any Allowed Modular Unit(s) must be permanently 
attached to an engineered foundation and properly connected, 
completed and inspected on site in accord with the reasonably 
applicable provisions of Chapter 15.04 of the Delta Municipal 
Code as outlined in the pertinent building permit. 



  3. Rental storage operations must meet the criteria 
set out in Subsection 17.04.150(E)(3). 
  4. With regard to storage of explosives, chemicals 
and other allowed hazardous materials (excepting stored fuels), 
the following additional performance standards shall apply: 

a. No materials shall be allowed other than 
those that are identified, classified and regulated by a State 
or Federal agency. 

b. No materials shall be allowed where a  
regulatory agency is found to lack significant and regular 
oversight adequate to ensure compliance with respective 
regulations. 

c. No materials shall be allowed without 
adequate separation from existing and/or potential future 
habitable sites or structures. 

d. In all cases, conditional use approvals  
shall be limited to the specified owner and the specific 
location, type and operation of all facilities approved for the 
conditional use.  Any changes in ownership, location of or 
specified type or operation of facilities will constitute 
revocation of the conditional use.   

5. Greenhouses. 
a. No noise, dirt, smoke, or odor shall be 

observable from Greenhouses. 
b. All lighting fixtures shall be shielded so 
that the light source is not directly visible 
off the premises. 

6.  Medical marijuana facilities must be licensed 
through the State of Colorado and the City of Delta and 
shall comply with the following additional standards 
(multiple licenses may be allowed on a single parcel): 

 a. No noise, dirt, or smoke shall be observable 
off of the premises. 

 b. no owner of real property or person in 
charge thereof shall allow, permit or cause the odor of 
marijuana to emanate from that premises to any other 
property. 

 c. All outdoor lighting fixtures shall be 
shielded so that the light source is not directly visible 
off the premises. 

 d. No medical marijuana facility shall be 
located within one hundred feet (100’) of any dwelling 
unit, except for dwelling units located within the A-1 
District on the same property. 

 e. Must be fully enclosed by a building or 
structure including a roof. 



7. Medical marijuana research and development that 
does not require a license shall be subject to the same 
performance standards set forth above in Sections 6(a) 
through (e).(Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 4, §11, 2008; Ord. 4, 
§1, §3, 2011; Ord. 19 §1, 2012; Ord. 17, §6, 2018) 

 
 17.04.170 Repealed (Ord. 4, §2, 2011)  
  
 17.04.190  I District. 
 A. INTENT: The purpose of the I District is to 
accommodate manufacturing, commercial, and most industrial uses 
which need adequate space, light, and air, and whose operations 
are quiet and clean provided that they do not create a nuisance 
to other property by reasons of dust, odor, noise, light, smoke, 
vibrations or other adverse effects which cannot be effectively 
confined on the premises.  This promotes the creations and 
maintenance of an environment which will serve the mutual 
interests of the community as a whole, of any adjacent 
residential areas and of the occupants of the industrial area. 
 
 B. USES BY RIGHT:  
  1. Uses which meet the intent of Subsection (A) and 
the performance standards of Subsection (C) of this Section, not 
including residential uses, are uses by right.  Typical examples 
of such manufacturing and nonmanufacturing uses include 
warehouses, wholesalers, and manufacturing contained within 
buildings and accessory retail sales. 
  2. Industrial uses, including those with accessory 
retail sales operations such as: 

a. Manufacturing of any product. 
b. Wholesaling of any product. 
c. Warehousing and storage.  (Excluding bulk  

storage of materials that are flammable or explosive or that 
create hazardous or commonly recognized offensive conditions) 

d. Bulk storage. 
e. Processing of any manufactured product. 
f. General service and repair of automobiles, 

trucks, farm implements and construction equipment. 
g. Parking lots. 
h. Fabrication of any product. 
i. Agricultural products processing. 
j. Offices. 
k. Freight hauling facilities. 
l. Sawmills or planing mills. 
m. Aboveground fuel storage facilities for 

hazardous fuels. 
   n. Parks and open spaces. 



   o. Government buildings and facilities. 
   p. Public utility service facilities. 
   q. Electronic and telecommunications antennas,  
               receivers and transmitters. 
   r. Accessory uses. 
   s. Sexually oriented business complying with 
the provisions of Chapter 8.32. 
   t. Greenhouses. 
   u. Medical marijuana testing facilities.   
 
 C. CONDITIONAL USES: 

1. Any commercial or industrial use other than the 
uses by right which comply with the performance standards of 
Subsection D and are consistent with the intent of Subsection A 
above.  

2. Automobile wrecking and savage yards. 
3. Junk yards. 
4. Animal sales yards. 
5. Mineral extraction and processing. 
6. Trash disposal and recycling facilities. 
7. Quarries and gravel operations. 
8. Storage of non-fuel hazardous materials including 

explosives.   
9. Medical marijuana cultivation 
10. Medical marijuana products manufacturing. 
11. Medical marijuana research and development. 
12. Medical marijuana sales. 

(Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 8, §4, 2004; Ord. 4, §4, 2011; Ord. 19, 
§2, 2012; Ord. 17, §7, 2018) 
 
 D. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS:  
  1. No use shall be established, maintained or 
conducted in any I District that will result in any public or 
private nuisance. 
  2. No industrial structure shall be constructed 
within one hundred feet (100') of any existing Residential 
District, unless effectively buffered by landscaping, berms, 
fencing, or screening. 
  3. No use shall be established in the I District 
which results in an unreasonable hazard to the community or 
creates a public or private nuisance. 
  4. No noise, dirt, smoke, or odor shall be 
observable off of the premises. 
  5. Automobile wrecking and salvage yards and junk 
yards shall have screening. 
  6. Additionally, all outdoor storage may require 
screening to prevent industrial blight. 



  7. With regard to storage of explosives, chemicals 
and other allowed hazardous materials (excepting stored fuels), 
the following additional performance standards shall apply: 
 

a. No materials shall be allowed other than  
those that are identified, classified and regulated by a State 
or Federal Agency. 

b. No materials shall be allowed where a 
regulatory agency is found to lack significant and regular 
oversight adequate to ensure compliance with respective 
regulations.   

c. No materials shall be allowed without  
adequate separation from existing and/or potential future 
habitable sites or structures.   

d. In all cases, conditional use approvals  
shall be limited to the specified owner and the specific 
location, type and operation of all facilities approved for the 
conditional use.  Any change in ownership, location of or 
specified type or operation of facilities will constitute 
revocation of the conditional use.  

8. Greenhouses. 
a. No noise, dirt, smoke, or odor shall be 

observable from Greenhouses.  
b. All lighting fixtures shall be shielded so 

that the light source is not directly 
visible off the premises. 

 
9.  Medical marijuana facilities must be licensed 

through the State of Colorado and the City of Delta and 
shall comply with the following additional standards: 

 a. No noise, dirt or smoke shall be observable 
off of the premises. 

 b. No owner of real property or person in 
charge thereof shall allow, permit or cause the odor of 
marijuana to emanate from that premises to any other 
property. 

 c. All outdoor lighting fixtures shall be 
shielded so that the light source is not directly visible 
off the premises. 

d. No medical marijuana facility shall be 
located within one hundred feet (100’) of any dwelling 
unit, except dwelling units located within the A-1 
District on the same property. 
 e. Must be fully enclosed by a building or 

structure including a roof. 
10. Medical marijuana research and development that 

does not require a license shall be subject to the same 



performance standards set forth above in Sections 9(a) 
through (e).  (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 8, §4, 2004; Ord. 4, 
§4, 2011; Ord. 19, §2, 2012; Ord. 17, §7, 2018) 

 
 17.04.200 Repealed (Ord. 4, §5, 2011) 
  
 17.04.210 I-R District. 
 A. INTENT: It is the intent of this district to create a 
transition area between industrial districts and residential 
districts which will allow and encourage use and expansion of 
residential uses, particularly those providing low cost housing 
stock, as a use by right, but also allow and encourage the 
expansion of industrial uses from the adjacent industrial 
districts. 
 
 B. USES BY RIGHT: 
  1. Those uses that are uses by right in the I zoning 
District, excluding however any and all sexually oriented 
businesses defined and regulated under Chapter 8.32 of this 
Code. 
  2. Industrial uses, including those with accessory 
retail sales operations such as: 
   a. Manufacturing of any product. 
   b. Wholesaling of any product. 
   c. Warehousing and storage. 
   d. Bulk storage. 
   e. Processing of any manufactured product. 
   f. General service and repair of automobiles, 
trucks, farm implements and construction equipment. 
   g. Parking lots. 
   h. Fabrication of any product. 
   i. Agricultural products processing. 
   j. Offices. 
   k. Freight hauling facilities. 
   l. Sawmills or planing mills. 
   m. Aboveground fuel storage facilities for 
hazardous fuels. 
  3. Single family homes and duplexes. 
 
 C. CONDITIONAL USES: 
  1. Any industrial or commercial use, other than the 
uses by right listed above, which comply with the performance 
standards. 
  2. Automobile wrecking and salvage yards. 
  3. Junk yards. 
  4. Animal sales yards. 
  5. Mineral extraction and processing. 



  6. Trash disposal and recycling facilities. 
  7. Quarries and gravel operations. 
 
 D. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS:  
  1.  No use shall be established in the I-R District 
which results in an unreasonable hazard to the community or 
creates a public or private nuisance. 
  2. No industrial structure shall be constructed 
within 100' of any existing Residential District unless 
effectively buffered by landscaping, berms, fencing, or other 
screening. 
  3. Automobile wrecking and salvage yards and junk 
yards shall have screening. 
  4. Both site built and factory built housing shall 
be constructed in compliance with applicable provisions of 
Chapters 15.04 or 15.05 of the Delta Municipal Code, shall be 
permanently attached to a permanent foundation, shall have 
brick, wood, masonry, stucco or cosmetically equivalent exterior 
surfaces, shall have a minimum width and length of not less that 
20' each, and a minimum eave overhang of 12 inches. (Ord. 4, §1, 
1999; Ord. 7, §2, 2009, Ord. 4, §7, 2011) 
 
 17.04.220 Tabulated regulations.   
 A.  The standards set forth in the table below are the 
minimum standards to be used in each designated use district. 
 

B. 1. No part of any building, except for the 
outer eighteen inches (18") of the eaves, may be located 
any closer to a property line than the setback specified in 
the table appearing on the following page, subject to the 
following exceptions:  
   a.  Travel homes and trailers may be parked 
anywhere upon property as long as such items are kept properly 
licensed, and maintained in a condition of neat appearance and 
good function for their intended purposes.    
 

b.  Awnings supported by only the building to 
which they are attached may extend into the rear 
setback of the related property in the B-1 zoning 
district to a point no closer than eighteen inches 
(18") from the property line.  

   
c.  Any storage structure (shed) accessory to a 

single family residence which is exempted from 
building permit requirements may be located within 
setback areas of property which are not adjacent to a 
street, provided as follows: 



i.   Any such structure must be located  
entirely behind the front setback 
line of the pertinent lot or 
parcel of property. 

 
ii. Any such structure must be set 

back a sufficient distance within 
the property boundary lines so 
that rain or snow falling upon the 
structure’s roof will not be 
diverted onto the property of any 
neighboring owner.      

  
A lot or parcel of property abutted by two or more parallel or 
intersecting streets may contain a storage structure located 
within the setback area abutting any street behind the pertinent 
single family residence, but not within any corner setback.  It 
is further provided that no such structure shall be located at 
any place where it will constitute an unsafe impediment to the 
visibility of vehicle operators using streets abutting the 
pertinent lot or parcel, all as determined under applicable 
sight line provisions of the City of Delta’s Standards and 
Specifications for Design and Construction of Public 
Improvements. 
   d. Uncovered handicap ramps, with or without 
railings, but not including porches or decks. 
   e. Landings and stairs which encroach no more 
than four feet into the setbacks, not including porches or 
decks. 
  2.   The rear setback shall be measured from the 
property line abutting an alley where one exists.   
  3. The front setback shall normally be measured from 
a property line abutting an adjacent street accessing the lot.   
  4. The corner setback shall be measured and applied 
from all other property lines abutting streets.   
  5. The property line abutting streets shall be 
assumed to be no closer that 25 feet from the center line of a 
local street, or one half the right-of-way width specified for 
collector or arterial streets as shown on the City’s Major 
Street Plan and defined in City subdivision regulations, for 
purposes of measuring setbacks. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 13, §1, 
1999; Ord. 31, §3, 2000; Ord. 9, §10 & 19, 2004, Ord. 4. §6, 
2011; Ord. 9, §1, 2012) 



 

 

Dist. 

 

 

Use 

Min. Lot 

Area 

Sq. Ft. 

Min. Lot 

Area 

Per Unit 

 

Front 

Setback 

 

Side 

Setback 

 

Rear 

Setback 

Maximum 

Height 

 a      b 

 

 

Corner Setback 

A-1 All 1 acre 1/2 acre 30 15 20  35     45 N/A 

R-R All 1/2 acre 1/4 acre 25 10 20  35     45 N/A 

R-1 

and R-1A 
All 

7,500 6,000 25  5       10 
 35     45 

20 

R-2 

 

SF 

All Others 6,000 

6,000 
6,000 

4,500 

25 

25 
 5 

 5 
10 

10 
 35     45 

 35     45 
20 

20 

R-

3 
SF 

DUP 

All Others 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

3,500 

3,000 

15 

15 

15 

 5 

 5 

10 

10 

10 

10 

 40     50 

 40     50 

 40     50 

15 

15 

15 

R-4 SF 

DUP 

All Others 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

3,000 

1,500 

15 

15 

15 

 5 

 5 

10 

10 

10 

10 

 40     50 

 40     50 

 40     50 

15 

15 

15 

MHR All 4,500 4,500 15  5 15  35     45 15 

MR SF 

DUP 

All Others 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

3,000 

1,500 

20 

20 

20 

 5 

 5 

10 

15 

15 

15 

 40     60 

 40     60 

 40     60 

15 

15 

15 

OR SF 

DUP 

All Others 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

3,500 

3,000 

20 

20 

20 

 5 

 5 

10 

15 

15 

15 

 40     60 

 40     60 

 40     60 

15 

15 

15 

B-1 Residential 

All Others 
Same as R-4 

N/A 
Same as R-4 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
10 

10 
 60     60 

 60     60 
N/A 

B-2 Residential 

All Others 
Same as R-3 

6,000 
Same as R-3 

N/A 
15 

15 
 5 

  5  
20 

20 
 60     60 

 60     60 
10 

10 

B-3 Residential 

All Others 
Same as R-3 

10,000 
Same as R-3 

N/A 
25 

25 
 5 

 5 
20 

20 
 60     60 

 60     60 
20 

20 

I All 15,000 N/A 25*   5*  10*  N/A    60  25* 

I-R Residential 

All Others 
Same as R-3 

15,000 
Same as R-3 

N/A 
 15  

 25* 
  5  

  5* 
 10  

 10* 
 40     60 

 40     60 
15 

 25* 

 

 

(a) Dwelling  (b) Other 

 

*Minimum distance from existing residential zone - 100 feet unless buffered 

**Same as most restrictive adjacent residential zone or R-3, whichever is more restrictive 



 17.04.230  Off-street parking requirements. 
 A. The purpose of off-street parking requirements is to 
promote the convenient and safe movement of traffic on City 
streets. 
 
 B. In those instances where there are clearly identified 
multiple uses within a structure or multiple structures, the 
minimum standards shall apply to each use or structure, 
resulting in a total parking requirement when summed. 
 
 C. Specific requirements are as follows: 
  1. Single, two, three and four family dwellings - 
Two spaces per dwelling unit. 
  2. Multi-family dwellings with five or more units - 
One and one-half spaces per dwelling unit plus one additional 
space per every five spaces. 
  3. Theaters - One space per each four seats. 
  4. Bowling alleys - Four spaces per lane. 
  5. Child care facilities - One and one-half spaces 
per employee. 
  6. Adult care facilities – One and one-half spaces 
per employee. 
  7. Churches - One space per each three persons of 
capacity of the main sanctuary. 
  8. Assisted living facilities - One-half space per 
apartment unit plus one for each three employees. 
  9. Hospitals - One space for each three beds plus 
one for each three employees. 
     10. Funeral homes and mortuaries - One space for each 
six seats in the main chapel. 
     11. Nursing homes - One space for each three beds. 
     12. Bed and breakfast operations - Two spaces per 
dwelling unit plus one space per guest room. 
     13. Hotels and motels - One space per guest room. 
     14. Bus stations - One space per four hundred square 
feet of floor area with a minimum of three spaces. 
     15. Offices, banks, medical-dental clinics, and 
government offices - One space per three hundred square feet of 
gross floor area. 
     16. a. Restaurants - One space per each three seats 
of seating capacity. 
   b. Bars and nightclubs - One space per each two 
persons designed capacity. 
     17. Drive-in restaurants - One space per fifty square 
feet of floor area. 
     18. Beauty shops and barber shops - Two spaces for 
each chair. 



     19. Retail sales/service 
   a. High volume retail sales (consists of 
supermarkets, clothing and department stores, shopping 
complexes, hardware, building supplies, and similar uses) - One 
space per each two hundred square feet sales area. 
   b. Low volume retail sales (consists of 
furniture/appliance sales, repair shops, nurseries, greenhouses 
and similar uses) - One space per each two hundred fifty square 
feet sales area (includes employee parking). 
  20. Vehicles sales (such as automobile dealerships, 
used car sales, recreational vehicle sales, etc.) - An area 
equal to ten percent of the total display area. 
  21. Car care establishments such as garages, oil and 
lube stops, tire sales and mounting - Five spaces per 1,000 feet 
of gross floor area. 
  22. Wholesale businesses - 1.1 spaces per employee. 
  23. Warehousing - One space per employee. 
  24. Industrial/manufacturing - 1.1 spaces per 

employee. 
  25. Conditional use - To be determined in conjunction 
with the conditional use review procedure. 
  26.   For all uses not specified above, each premise 
shall provide adequate space to accommodate the anticipated need 
for parking generated by the use, including at least one space 
per employee. 
 
 D. For all uses except single-family and two-family 
dwelling units, sufficient off-street space shall be provided to 
allow an automobile to enter, maneuver and exit without backing 
onto any public right-of-way, other than an alley. 
 
 E. Joint parking facilities 
  1. Off-street parking may be supplied by other off-
street parking facilities for other uses if those other uses are 
not operated during the same hours, subject to the conditions of 
these specifications. 
  2. Off-street parking designated for joint use shall 
not be more than two hundred feet from the property or use it is 
intended to serve, except that employee parking may be farther 
if it is actually used by the employees. 
  3. Sufficient evidence shall be presented to 
demonstrate that there will be no substantial conflict in a 
joint parking arrangement.  
  4. Shared parking lots shall be allowed in all 
zoning districts where shared parking can be provided among a 
mix of land uses located in the same structure, or within the 
same property or use, or in adjoining structures, or on adjacent 



property not more than two hundred  feet (200') from the 
property it is intended to serve; provided, however, that peak 
parking usage either reasonably projected or actually resulting 
from such multiple land uses and/or activities will not exceed 
the number of parking spaces developed for the shared lot, and 
provided further that there be a recorded covenant or plat 
restriction to such effect on forms approved by the City as 
support for enforcement of compliance. 
 
 F. For each parking area which contains either twenty or 
more spaces or more than one aisle shall incorporate landscaped 
islands dispersed throughout the parking area with such islands 
to occupy a minimum of five percent (5%) of the overall parking 
area and to be landscaped in accordance with City standards and 
specifications.  A plan shall be submitted at the time of the 
building permit application and shall be subject to City 
approval. 
 
 G. When twenty or more parking spaces are required under 
provisions of Section 17.04.230.C, the parking and maneuvering 
areas shall be paved in accordance with City specifications, 
unless exempted below: 
 
  1. When a street or other public access to a required 
parking lot/space is not paved at the time of construction of 
such lot/space, it may be temporarily surfaced with gravel; 
provided, however, that the lot/space must be subsequently paved 
in accord with City Standards and Specifications within no more 
than twelve months following the time that any part of adjoining 
public access has been paved. 
 
  2. When public access to a required parking lot/space 
is paved, but the parking lot or space is not required to be 
paved, a paved or concrete apron must nevertheless be installed 
according to City Standards and Specifications at all access 
points. 
 
  3. In the I, IR and B-3 zoning districts, parking and 
maneuvering areas for truck loading, employee parking and 
outside manufacturing may be surfaced with gravel.  If a 
business includes retail sales, the customer parking area must 
always be paved according to City Standards and Specifications. 
 
In all cases in which paving of a parking lot or space is not 
required under this article or under other development 
regulations of the City, the owner(s) of the pertinent property 
shall, at all times, be liable for proper maintenance of all 



graveled parking and maneuvering areas including, but not 
limited to, keeping accumulated gravel cleared from paved areas 
and/or concrete aprons, repairing potholes, controlling dust, 
and maintaining adequate gravel coverage to enable maneuvering 
of vehicles in all weather conditions.  In the event that such 
maintenance is not properly performed, the City may, at any time 
after giving ten (10) days prior written notice of deficiencies 
to such owner(s), cause the maintenance work to be done, assess 
the costs thereof to the property owner(s), and certify the 
costs as delinquent charges to the Delta County Treasurer to be 
collected as, and along with, ordinary real property taxes.  
Alternatively, the City may record a lien for the costs incurred 
on the pertinent property of the delinquent owner(s), which lien 
may be foreclosed in any lawful manner, or may pursue any other 
legal and/or equitable remedy available for collection of costs 
incurred by the City in the course of performing or hiring the 
required parking area maintenance work. 
 
 H. Required off-street parking shall be contiguous to the 
use except as provided in Subsection (E),and except for 
residential users in the B-1 District which may utilize parking 
spaces owned or leased by the owner of the residential use if 
located within 450 feet of the residential use, or when a 
recorded covenant or plat restriction on forms approved by the 
City allows the City to enforce maintenance of the parking. 
 
 I. Parking areas and required landscaping shall be 
designed pursuant to City Design Standards and Specifications. 
 
 J. In the "B-1" District, or premises contiguous to the 
“B-1" District or directly across a street or alley from the “B-
1" District, payment may be made to the City in lieu of 
providing required off-street parking spaces in the amount of 
$2,700 per space.  Such amount shall be kept and utilized by the 
City to provide public parking in said district.  
 
 K. Off-street parking is not required for uses conducted 
within the "B-1" District except for residential and other 
specified uses which shall provide off-street parking at all 
locations. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 31, §2, 2000; Ord. 33, §1, 
2002; Ord. 9, §18, 2004; Ord. 7, §14, 2005; Ord. 3, §12, 2008; 
Ord. 8, §2, §3, 2012) 
 
 17.04.240  Supplemental regulations. 
 A. Home occupations: Home occupations may be conducted 
accessory to a dwelling unit in any district as an accessory use 
only if the following criteria are met: 



  1. City and State sales tax licenses must be 
obtained if sales taxable by the City or State sales taxes are 
to be made. 
  2. The occupational activity and storage of any 
items used or sold in the occupation must be entirely within the 
dwelling unit or accessory garage.  Neither the occupation nor 
any storage may be conducted within or utilize any detached 
buildings or other place upon the premises other than the 
residence or accessory garage.   
  3. Only the residents of the dwelling unit may be 
engaged in the home occupation. 
  4. No unreasonable noise, glare, smoke, dust, 
vibration or odor shall be observable off the premises. 
  5. The home occupation activity shall not utilize or 
occupy more than twenty percent (20%) of the floor area of the 
dwelling unit and accessory garage combined. 
  6. Off-street parking shall be required for both the 
residential and the commercial activity in accordance with the 
requirements of Section 17.04.230. 
 
 B. The following fence, hedge, and wall regulations shall 
apply in addition to those requirements set forth in Delta 
Municipal Code Section 15.04.060: 
  1. No fence or free-standing wall shall exceed a 
height of six (6) feet in any residential zoning district of the 
City, including the present A-1, R-R, R-1, R-1A, R-2, R-3, R-4, 
MHR, MR and OR zones.  No fence or free standing wall shall 
exceed a height of ten (10) feet in any other zoning district of 
the City including the present B-1, B-2, B-3, B-4, I-1, I-2 and 
I-R zones. 
  2. Barbed wire may be used in fences that are 
necessary and appurtenant to lawful agricultural use within the 
City.  Up to three strands of barbed wire may be installed at 
the tops of fences allowed in the business and industrial 
districts within the City, provided that such wire is located no 
less than six (6) feet above the ground level along the length 
of each pertinent fence. 
          3.    Electrically charged fences shall be allowed 
within the City only if another fence or structure located 
outside of the electrified fence makes the latter inaccessible 
to all persons except the fence owners and their authorized 
lessees, employees, licensees and agents. 
 
 C. Temporary use permits: 
  1. The City Council may issue a permit authorizing a 
temporary use of premises in a district for a use which is 



otherwise not allowed in such district for a period of up to six 
months in accordance with this subsection. 
  2. The temporary use permit may be issued by the 
City Council only after it determines that unusual circumstances 
exist, not created by the applicant, such as damage or 
destruction of applicant’s permanent premises, which results in 
significant hardship and that the temporary use will not 
unreasonably interfere with the use of other property or result 
in any permanent adverse effects to other property or create a 
safety or health hazard. 
  3. The City Council shall hold such hearings 
concerning the application and shall provide such notice thereof 
as the circumstances merit in its opinion.  The permit may be 
granted subject to conditions appropriate to insure compliance 
with the criteria of this Section. 
 
 D. Child care facilities: Child care facilities may be 
conducted within a dwelling unit in any zoning district as an 
accessory use only if they meet the provisions of Paragraphs A 
or B of Section 7.707.2 of the “Rules Regulating Family 
Childcare Homes” set forth in the Code of Colorado Regulations 
(12 CCR 2509). 
 

E. Utilities, and Broadband Infrastructure Owners or 
Service Providers 

1.  All public utilities, utilities and broadband 
infrastructure owners or service providers, unless 
otherwise governed by, and provided for in a franchise 
agreement, shall comply with the following regulations and 
requirements: 

a.  Permits are required for any work on public 
property and must be obtained prior to installation or 
construction of any facilities. 

b.  If the proposed facilities are intended to be 
aboveground, the applicant must comply with and obtain 
a pole attachment agreement prior to installation or 
construction, unless otherwise permitted pursuant to 
subsection F of this Section 17.04.240.  The 
facilities applicant must utilize any existing City 
owned poles, as allowed by the pole attachment 
agreement, and will not be allowed to install any new 
poles to avoid the use of City owned poles.  In the 
event that the City is unable to make use of an 
existing owned utility pole, the applicant will be 
required to underground the proposed facilities.  If 
the proposed facilities cannot, by the nature of their 
intended use, be located underground, an applicant may 



seek approval for a new pole pursuant to subsection F 
below.   

c.   Any installation and construction of 
facilities of public utilities, utilities and 
broadband infrastructure owners or service providers 
must also comply with the applicable provisions of 
Chapters 13, 15 and 16 of this Municipal Code. 

 
F. New Poles and Similar Structures within Rights-of-Way   

1.  A new freestanding pole or similar structure may 
be permitted within a public Right-of-Way, subject to the 
applicable provisions of Section 17.04.240, and subject to 
the following criteria: 

a.  The applicant demonstrates that it is not 
technically feasible or otherwise permitted to located 
the facilities on a City owned pole. 

b.  The pole or similar structure is not more 
than ten feet higher (as measured from the ground to 
the top of the pole) than any existing utility or 
traffic signal within 400 feet of the pole or 
structure. 

c.  Any such pole shall in no case be higher than 
35 feet. 

d.  Any such pole shall be separated from any 
other pole, accessory equipment or similar structure 
in the Right-of-Way by a distance of at least 400 
feet. 

e.  Collocations are strongly encouraged and the 
number of poles within the Right-of-Way should be 
limited as much as possible.   

f.  Equipment enclosures shall be located 
underground or otherwise out of view as much as 
possible.   

 
 G. Telecommunication antenna and tower regulations: 
  1.  Telecommunication towers and antennas shall be 
located, and comply with the following provisions: 
   a. Noncommercial television and 
telecommunications receivers, and amateur radio antennae which 
qualify as an accessory use to the main use on the premises, may 
be located on such premises. 
   b.  Antennae for “personal wireless services” as 
defined 97 USC 332(c)(2) shall be limited to the B-1 and B-2 
Districts as a conditional use, or the B-3 and the Industrial 
Districts as a use by right, or upon City-owned property in 
other zoning districts pursuant to leases or permits with the 
City, with terms and conditions adequate to insure safety and 



reasonable compatibility with the neighborhood in which they are 
located. 
   c. Commercial radio, television and other 
telecommunications transmitters and receivers shall be 
restricted to commercial and industrial zoning districts which 
specifically allow them as a use by right or a conditional use. 
   d. Additional receivers or transmitters may be in 
stalled on existing telecommunication towers regardless of the 
zoning district. 
  2. All telecommunication antennas and towers shall 
be limited to the maximum height set out in Section 17.04.220, 
with the following exceptions: 
   a. Telecommunication antennas, receivers and 
transmitters may be located on existing towers and structures, 
or on a one time extension of no more than 20 feet to a tower or 
structure, in existence on December 7, 1999. 
   b. A variance to the height limitations 
otherwise applicable may be obtained for an amateur radio 
antenna for noncommercial use pursuant to the review procedure 
of Section 17.04.290, if the City Council determines that the 
following criteria are met: 
    (1) A higher tower is necessary to be 
reasonably adequate for the domestic communications purposes; 
    (2) No reasonable alternative exists; and 
    (3) No adverse impacts will be created with 
respect to other property in the area. 
   c. A variance to the height limitations 
otherwise applicable may be obtained for personal wireless 
service antennae if the City Council determines pursuant to the 
review procedure of Section 17.04.290 that the following 
criteria are met: 
    (1) Space is not available  at a 
commercially reasonable price on an existing tower or structure 
located in  a technically feasible location, and no other 
location is available which will provide reasonably adequate 
service in compliance with the height limitations set out above; 
and 
    (2) No adverse effect on property values in 
the area will be caused, and no safety hazard will be created; 
    (3) The design and color of the tower and 
appurtenances shall be reasonably compatible with the site and 
surrounding area. 
 
  3. A final decision to deny a variance shall be in 
writing and supported by a substantial written record. 
 



  4. All towers and structures shall be subject to the 
building setback requirements of Section 17.04.220, the 
requirements of City building codes and other ordinances and 
regulations apply in accordance with their terms. 
 
  5. The variance criteria specified in paragraphs 
2(b) and (c) above shall be in lieu of the variance criteria of 
Section 17.04.260.  Compliance with this Section may be in lieu 
of obtaining approval of a change in a nonconforming use 
pursuant to Section 17.04.280.  
 
 H. Adult care facilities:  Adult care facilities may be 
conducted within a dwelling unit in any District as an accessory 
use only if no more than six adults are present on the premises 
at any time, in addition to the adults otherwise residing in the 
dwelling unit.  (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 26, §1, 1999; Ord. 9, 
§21, 2004; Ord. 7, §15, 2005; Ord. 38, §2 & §4, 2006; Ord. 3 §2, 
2016; Ord. 8, §2, 2016) 
 
 17.04.250  Criteria for approval of a conditional use or a 
change in a  non-conforming use. 
 A. No conditional use or change in a non-conforming use 
will be allowed unless the Planning Commission determines the 
following criteria are substantially met with respect to the 
type of use and its dimensional features: 
  1. The use will not be adverse to the public health, 
safety or welfare. 
  2. The use is not inconsistent with the City's 
Master Plan. 
  3. Streets, pedestrian facilities, water, sewer and 
other public improvements in the area are adequate. 
  4. The use is compatible with existing uses in the 
area and other allowed uses in the district and the type, bulk, 
height and location of any buildings or structures is compatible 
with other buildings, structures and the character of the area. 
  5. The use will not have an adverse effect upon 
other property values. 
  6. Adequate off-street parking will be provided for 
the use. 
  7. The location of curb-cuts and access to the 
premises will not create traffic hazards. 
  8. The use will not generate light, noise, odor, 
vibration, or other effects which would unreasonably interfere 
with the reasonable enjoyment of other property. 
  9. Landscaping of the grounds and architecture of 
any buildings will be reasonably compatible with that existing 
in the neighborhood. 



     10. Any other criteria specified by other City 
ordinances or regulations are met. 
 
 B. The burden shall be upon the applicant to prove that 
these requirements are met. 
 
 C. The Planning Commission may impose conditions as 
necessary to insure that the above criteria are met. 
 
 D. A use approved as a “use subject to review” under 
prior ordinances shall be treated as a previously approved 
“conditional use” for purposes of this Chapter. (Ord. 4, §1, 
1999) 
 
 17.04.260  Criteria for approval of a variance. 
 A. The Planning Commission may approve a variance from 
the provisions of this Chapter other than the uses specified for 
any District or restrictions on the location of factory built 
housing only if it determines following review pursuant to 
Section 17.04.290 that the following criteria are substantially 
met: 
  1. The variance will not adversely affect the public 
health, safety and welfare. 
  2. Unusual physical circumstances exist, such as 
unusual lot size or shape, topography, or other physical 
conditions peculiar to the affected property which make it 
unfeasible to develop or use the property in conformity with the 
provisions of this Chapter in question. 
  3. The unusual circumstances have not been created 
as a result of the action or inaction of the applicants, other 
parties in interest with the applicant, or their predecessors in 
interest. 
  4. The variance requested is the minimum variance 
that will afford relief and allow for reasonable use of the 
property. 
  5. The variance will not result in development 
incompatible with other property or buildings in the area, and 
will not affect or impair the value or use or development of 
other property. 
 
 B. The Planning Commission may impose conditions of 
approval as necessary to insure that the above criteria are met 
including limitations on the effective term of the variance. 
 
 C. The City Manager or designee may approve di minimus 
variances from the dimensional requirements of Section 
17.04.220, fence height requirements, 17.04.240(B)(1), sign 



height and sign area requirements in Section 17.68 which meet 
the following criteria: 
  1. The variance is unnoticeable off the premises or 
would take a survey or measurements to detect; 
  2. The variance is not more than 5% of the 
applicable measurement; and 
  3. No practical alternative exists. 
 
     D.    The burden shall be on the applicant to show that the 
applicable criteria are met. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999) 
 
 17.04.270  Amendments and additions to the Zoning 
Regulations and Map. 
 A. Rezoning: 
  1. Amendments to the Zoning Map involving any change 
in the boundaries of an existing district or changing the 
district designation of an area shall be allowed only upon 
findings as follows: 
   a. The amendment is not adverse to the public 
health, safety and welfare; and 
   b.   i.  The amendment is in substantial 
conformity with the Master Plan; or 
     ii.  The existing zoning is erroneous; or 
    iii.  Conditions in the area affected or 
adjacent areas have change materially since the area was last 
zoned. 
  2. Rezoning may be requested or initiated by the 
City Manager, the Planning Commission, or the owner of any legal 
or equitable interest in the property or the owner’s 
representative.  The rezoning shall be reviewed for compliance 
with the criteria of this Subsection in accordance with the 
review procedure of Section 17.04.290.  The area considered for 
rezoning may be enlarged by the Planning Commission on its own 
motion over the area requested in the application with proper 
notice.  The applicant shall provide an adequate legal 
description of the proposed zoning. 
 
 B. Zoning of additions: 
  1. The Planning Commission shall recommend to the 
Council a use designation for all property annexed to the City 
not previously subject to City zoning, and shall follow the 
review procedure set out in Section 17.04.290 in arriving at its 
recommendation.  Proceedings concerning the zoning  of property 
to be annexed may be commenced at any time prior to the 
effective date of the annexation ordinance or thereafter. 



  2. The zoning designation for newly annexed property 
shall not adversely affect the public health, safety and 
welfare. 
 C. Legislative zoning:  Comprehensive review and re-
enactment of all or a significant portion of the Zoning Map 
shall be a legislative action, and shall not be subject to the 
review procedure of Section 17.04.290 or any criteria set out in 
this Section. 
 
 D. No amendment, addition to or re-enactment of the 
Zoning Map shall become effective until enacted by ordinance 
approved by at least three Councilmembers. 
 
 E. Amendments to these regulations shall be made by an 
ordinance. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999) 
 
 17.04.280  Nonconforming uses. 
 A. Any use, building, structure or premises which was 
lawfully existing and maintained in accordance with the 
previously applicable County or City regulations and ordinances 
but which does not conform or comply with all of the regulations 
provided in this Chapter may continue to be maintained and used 
as a lawful nonconforming use only in compliance with the 
provisions and limitations imposed by this Section.  Uses, 
structures, buildings or premises which were unlawful or illegal 
and not in compliance with previously applicable regulations 
shall remain unlawful, illegal and subject to abatement or other 
enforcement action. 
 
 B. If a use, building, structure or premises is lawfully 
nonconforming in that it is not a use by right or an approved 
conditional use which has been approved pursuant to the review 
procedures of Sections 17.04.250 and 17.04.290, the following 
shall apply: 
  1. If the building or structure involved in the use 
is destroyed or damaged, the lawful nonconforming uses of the 
structure may be re-established if reconstruction is commenced 
within six (6) months, completed with due diligence and occupied 
after completion thereafter.  This shall not allow replacement 
with a nonconforming mobile home or factory built housing. 
  2. If the nonconforming use is abandoned or 
discontinued for a period of six (6) months, then the premises 
may only be used in compliance with the use regulations for the 
district within which it is located. 
  3. The use may be continued only substantially as it 
existed at the time it became lawfully nonconforming and no 
material change in the type of use shall be allowed, unless the 



Planning Commission determines, following the review procedure 
provided in Section 17.04.290, that the criteria set out in 
Section 17.04.250 will be met, and that the new use is a more 
restrictive use than the existing nonconforming use.  Any change 
in use allowed pursuant to this provision shall not affect the 
future status of the use as a nonconforming use for all purposes 
of this Section. 
  4. The extent or area of the premises utilized for 
or by the nonconforming use, building or structure may not be 
materially extended or enlarged, or substantially structurally 
altered, unless the Planning Commission determines, following 
the review procedure of Section 17.04.290, that the criteria set 
out in Section 17.04.250 will be met. 
  5. Notwithstanding the foregoing paragraphs (1) 
through (4), if a lawfully existing factory-built or site-built 
residence located in the I-1 or I-2 District is determined by 
the City to be unsafe, pursuant to City Building Codes or 
Regulations, or substantially substandard with respect to 
current provisions of the Building, Plumbing, Mechanical, Fire, 
and Electrical Codes, it may, if removed from the premises, be 
replaced by a site-built or factory-built house which is 
permanently attached to a permanent foundation which has brick, 
wood, masonry, stucco or cosmetically equivalent exterior 
surfaces, and which has a minimum length and width of 20 feet 
each and a minimum eave overhang of 12 inches. 
 
 C. If the use, building, structure or premises is in 
compliance with the use regulations for the district within 
which it is located and is nonconforming only with respect to 
other requirements of this Chapter, such as dimensional 
requirements, parking requirements, or the regulations governing 
fences, hedges, walls, canopies, or standards or prohibitions 
for factory built housing, the following will apply: 
  1. If the nonconformity of the building, use, or 
structure is abandoned, removed or corrected, such nonconformity 
may not be re-established. 
  2. If the building or structure is damaged so that 
the cost of replacing or restoring it is greater than fifty 
percent (50%) of its fair market value after replacement, the 
building or structure may be repaired or replaced only in 
compliance with this Chapter. 
  3. If the building or structure is damaged in such a 
way as to remove the nonconformity, the nonconforming feature 
may not be re-established by any repair or reconstruction, 
unless it is not feasible to repair the building or structure 
without re-establishing the nonconforming feature. 



  4. No alteration may be made to the use, building, 
or structure which would increase the amount or degree of the 
nonconforming feature.  
  5. If the lot size is lawfully nonconforming in the 
A-1, RR, R-1, or R-1A zones, a single family residence may be 
located upon the lot without a variance to lot area so long as 
the minimum lot area per unit is met. 
  6. Homes within a lawful nonconforming mobile home 
park may be replaced by homes which meet requirements for mobile 
homes located in the MHR District, without regard to performance 
standards for siding, permanent foundations, length, width, or 
eaves which may be otherwise applicable in the zone in question. 
 
 D. This Section shall not apply to signs.  Nonconforming 
signs shall be governed by the provisions of Chapter 17.68. 
(Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 9, §14 & 15, 2004) 
 
 17.04.290  Review procedure. 
 A. All requests for approval of a conditional use, 
variance, a change in a non-conforming use, or changes to the 
Zoning Map (rezoning) or other action which is required to be 
reviewed pursuant to this Section by these regulations or other 
City ordinances, shall be reviewed by the Planning Commission. 
 
 B. The applicant requesting approval of a conditional 
use, variance, change in a non-conforming use, rezoning or other 
action shall submit an application upon forms supplied by the 
City accompanied by any other required information, including a 
survey when necessary for consideration of the application.  A 
single application may contain a request for more than one 
action.  Application fees shall be set by the City Council as 
deemed appropriate.  No formal application need be submitted or 
fee paid for an amendment to the Zoning Map initiated by the 
City Manager, City Council or Planning Commission. 
 
 C. A hearing shall be set before the Planning Commission 
not sooner than fourteen days nor more than fifty days after 
receipt by the City of a properly completed application form and 
all required fees and other required information. 
 
 D. Notice of the hearing shall be given as follows: 
  1. The applicant shall be advised of the date set 
for the hearing and shall be responsible to post a sign or signs 
supplied by the City upon the property affected, easily legible 
from abutting streets, which briefly describes the requested 
action and the time and location of the hearing.  Such sign 
shall be maintained continuously for at least seven (7) days 



before the hearing and until final action is taken by the 
Planning Commission. 
  2. The applicant shall also cause a notice to be 
published in a legal newspaper at least seven (7) days prior to 
the hearing, which describes the action or actions requested and 
the property affected.  The property shall be described by 
street address, or relationship to a street, other property with 
an address, or other landmarks, and not solely by a legal 
description. 
  3. The applicant shall either hand deliver or 
deposit in the U.S. Mail at least seven (7) days prior to the 
hearing a copy of the above notice addressed to the owner of 
record of any property inside the Delta City limits located 
within one hundred feet plus the width of any intervening public 
right-of-way of the property affected. 
 
 E. At the hearing scheduled, the applicant and other 
interested parties may appear and present such evidence or 
testimony as they may desire.  Anyone presenting evidence or 
testimony shall be subject to cross-examination by other 
interested parties, although the Planning Commission may limit 
testimony, evidence, and cross-examination which is merely 
cumulative.  The Planning Commission shall not be required to 
follow any set procedure during the hearing, nor to strictly 
follow the rules of evidence as applied by the courts.  The 
chairman of the Planning Commission shall make all rulings on 
admissibility of testimony or evidence.  The hearing shall be 
tape recorded or otherwise recorded.  The applicant or other 
interested party may, if he desires, have the hearing recorded 
by a court reporter at his expense.  The hearing may be 
continued from time to time as necessary.  The City Manager or 
designees may appear as a party at the hearing.  The burden is 
upon the applicant in all cases to establish that all applicable 
criteria for any action are met, including proper notice. 
 
 F. The Planning Commission shall announce its decision 
within thirty-two (32) days of the completion of the hearing.  
It shall not be necessary for the Planning Commission to provide 
written findings or conclusions, except upon request of the 
applicant or other party appearing or participating in the 
hearing. 
 
 G. The Planning Commission may approve the requested 
action only upon finding that all applicable criteria and 
requirements of these regulations or other City ordinances have 
been met.  If it determines that such criteria have not been 
met, the application shall be denied.  The application may be 



granted upon conditions or limitations which the Planning 
Commission determines are necessary in order to insure that the 
applicable criteria are met.  Such conditions or limitations 
shall be provided to the applicant and interested parties in 
writing as part of the decision. 
 
 H. 1. The Planning Commission's decision with respect to 
requests for changes to the Zoning Map shall be submitted to the 
City Council as a recommendation. The Council may without 
further review implement such recommended change by adoption of 
a rezoning ordinance or take no action if no change is 
recommended, unless an appeal is filed as set out below, or it 
may decide in its discretion to hear the matter de novo as set 
out in Subsection (3) below. 

2. The Planning Commission’s decision with respect to an 
application for approval of a conditional use permit for any 
Medical Marijuana Facility shall be submitted to the City 
Council as a recommendation, which shall be considered by the 
City Council at a noticed public hearing to be scheduled at the 
same City Council meeting as the public hearing for a Medical 
Marijuana License for the subject property in accordance with 
Chapter 5.22 of the City Code.    

3. The Planning Commission's decision with respect to other 
applications shall be final unless an appeal is filed as set out 
below.  

4. An appeal of any decision of the Planning Commission may be 
filed with the City Clerk within 5 days of the date of its 
decision by the City Manager, the applicant or any interested 
person appearing at the hearing. The Council shall thereafter 
decide the matter de novo by holding a new hearing substantially 
in conformity with the procedures of this section, or by review 
of the tape-recording or transcript and record of the hearing 
before the Planning Commission, as Council determines in its 
discretion. 

 I. Upon the filing of an appeal or request for review in 
the courts, the City shall cause a transcript of the tape 
recording of the hearing to be made and certified to the court, 
and the party filing such appeal or such review shall pay the 
City the reasonable cost incurred in producing such transcript, 
unless such party has a transcript produced by a court reporter 
at such party’s expense. (Ord. 4, §1, 1999; Ord. 17, §8, 2018) 
 
 17.04.300  Enforcement and administration. 
 A. The City Manager shall be responsible for the 
interpretation, administration and enforcement of the provisions 



of the Chapter, as amended, the Official Zoning Map, as amended, 
and of any decisions entered by the Planning Commission or the 
City Council pursuant to the Chapter. 
 
 B. No building permit, occupancy permit, or other permit 
or license shall be issued, nor shall any action be taken or 
allowed by the City which is not in compliance with the 
provisions of these zoning regulations, and any decision issued 
by the Planning Commission or City Council pursuant to this 
Chapter. 
 
 C. Whenever convenient to make an inspection to enforce 
any of the provisions of these zoning regulations, or any 
provision of a decision entered by the Planning Commission or 
the City Council pursuant to this Chapter, or whenever there is 
reasonable cause to believe that a violation of any provision of 
these zoning regulations, or any decision issued by the Planning 
Commission or City Council pursuant to this Chapter, exists, the 
City Manager or an authorized representative shall have the 
right to enter upon such building or premises at all reasonable 
times for purposes of inspection or to perform any other duty 
imposed by this Chapter.  Prior to entry they shall identify 
themselves and request permission to enter from the occupant or 
person in charge of the premises if they can be found by 
reasonable efforts.  If entry is refused, the City Manager or an 
authorized representative shall have recourse to any remedy 
provided by law to secure entry. 
 
 D. The City may maintain an action in a court of 
competent jurisdiction to enjoin any violation of these zoning 
regulations or of any decision entered by the Planning 
Commission or City Council pursuant to this Chapter. 
 
 E. It shall be unlawful to violate any of the provisions 
of these zoning regulations, or the terms of any decision 
entered by the City Council or Planning Commission pursuant to 
this Chapter.  Any person convicted of such a violation may be 
punished by a fine of up to $1,000, or a jail sentence of up to 
one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment; provided, 
however, that no person under the age of eighteen (18) years 
shall be subject to any term of imprisonment in excess of 10 
days.  Each day an offense continues shall be deemed a separate 
offense. 
 
 F. Violations of this Chapter are hereby declared to be a 
nuisance which may be abated by the City in any lawful manner. 
(Ord. 4, §1, 1999) 



 
 
Dist. 

 
 

Use 

Min. Lot 
Area 

Sq. Ft. 

Min. Lot 
Area 

Per Unit 

 
Front 
Setback 

 
Side 

Setback 

 
Rear 

Setback 

Maximum 
Height 

 a      b 

 
 
Corner Setback 

A-1 All 1 acre 1/2 acre 30 15 20  35     45 N/A 

R-R All 1/2 acre 1/4 acre 25 10 20  35     45 N/A 

R-1 
and R-1A 

All 
7,500 6,000 25  5       10 

 35     45 
20 

R-2 

 
SF 
All Others 6,000 

6,000 
6,000 
4,500 

25 
25 

 5 
 5 

10 
10 

 35     45 
 35     45 

20 
20 

R-
3 

SF 
DUP 
All Others 

6,000 
6,000 
6,000 

6,000 
3,500 
3,000 

15 
15 
15 

 5 
 5 
10 

10 
10 
10 

 40     50 
 40     50 
 40     50 

15 
15 
15 

R-4 SF 
DUP 
All Others 

6,000 
6,000 
6,000 

6,000 
3,000 
1,500 

15 
15 
15 

 5 
 5 
10 

10 
10 
10 

 40     50 
 40     50 
 40     50 

15 
15 
15 

MHR All 4,500 4,500 15  5 15  35     45 15 

MR SF 
DUP 
All Others 

6,000 
6,000 
6,000 

6,000 
3,000 
1,500 

20 
20 
20 

 5 
 5 
10 

15 
15 
15 

 40     60 
 40     60 
 40     60 

15 
15 
15 

OR SF 
DUP 
All Others 

6,000 
6,000 
6,000 

6,000 
3,500 
3,000 

20 
20 
20 

 5 
 5 
10 

15 
15 
15 

 40     60 
 40     60 
 40     60 

15 
15 
15 

B-1 Residential 
All Others 

Same as R-4 
N/A 

Same as R-4 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

10 
10 

 60     60 
 60     60 

N/A 

B-2 Residential 
All Others 

Same as R-3 
6,000 

Same as R-3 
N/A 

15 
15 

 5 
  5  

20 
20 

 60     60 
 60     60 

10 
10 

B-3 Residential 
All Others 

Same as R-3 
10,000 

Same as R-3 
N/A 

25 
25 

 5 
 5 

20 
20 

 60     60 
 60     60 

20 
20 

I All 15,000 N/A 25*   5*  10*  N/A    60  25* 

I-R Residential 
All Others 

Same as R-3 
15,000 

Same as R-3 
N/A 

 15  
 25* 

  5  
  5* 

 10  
 10* 

 40     60 
 40     60 

15 
 25* 

 
 
(a) Dwelling  (b) Other 
 
*Minimum distance from existing residential zone - 100 feet unless buffered 
**Same as most restrictive adjacent residential zone or R-3, whichever is more restrictive 



 Chapter 17.72 
 
 (Repealed Ord. 15, §1, 2012) 



 Chapter 17.68 
 
 SIGN REGULATIONS 
 
Sections: 
 

17.68.010 General Provisions 
17.68.020 Application of Chapter 
17.68.030 Signs Requiring a Permit 
17.68.040 Signs Allowed Without a Permit 
17.68.050 Exemptions for Addressing   
17.68.060 Non-Conforming Signs 
17.68.070 Relationship to Other Regulations 
17.68.080 Measurements and Calculations 
17.68.090 Prohibited Signs and Design Elements 
17.68.100 Prohibited Sign Locations 
17.68.110 Illumination of Signs 
17.68.120 Sign Maintenance 
17.68.130 Allowable Sign Space 

 

17.68.010 General Provisions. The purpose of this Chapter 
is to set out regulations for the erection and maintenance of 
signs while preserving the right of free speech and expression.  

A. The objective of the regulations of this Chapter is to 
provide a balanced and fair legal framework for design, 
construction, and placement of signs that: 

1.  Promotes the safety of persons and property by 
ensuring that signs do not create a hazard by:  

a. Collapsing, catching fire, or otherwise 
decaying; or 

b. Confusing or distracting motorists; or  

c. Impairing drivers' ability to see pedestrians, 
obstacles or other vehicles, or to read traffic 
signs.  

2. Promotes the efficient communication of messages, 
and ensures that persons exposed to signs:  

a. Are not overwhelmed by the number of messages 
presented; and  

b. Are able to exercise freedom of choice to 
observe or ignore said messages according to 
the observer’s purpose.  

3. Protects the public welfare and enhances the 
appearance and economic value of the landscape by 



protecting scenic views and avoiding sign clutter 
that can compromise the character, quality, and 
viability of commercial corridors;  

4. Ensures that the design and appearance of signs are 
compatible with their surroundings, and prevents the 
construction of signs that are a nuisance to 
occupants of adjacent and contiguous property due to 
brightness, reflectivity, bulk, or height;  

5. Promotes the use of signs that are aesthetically 
pleasing, of appropriate scale, and integrated with 
the built environment, in order to meet the City's 
Comprehensive Planning objectives related to the 
quality and character of development;  

6. Enhances property values and business opportunities;  

7. Assists in wayfinding; and  

8. Provides fair and consistent permitting and 
enforcement.  

B. Certain types of speech are not protected by the First 
Amendment due to the harm that they cause to individuals 
or the community, and speech that is harmful to minors 
may be prohibited in places that are accessible to 
minors. (See 17.68.090.D) 

 

17.68.020 Application of Chapter.   Hereinafter, all 
construction, relocation, enlargement, alteration, and 
modification of signs within the City shall conform to the 
requirements of this Chapter, all State and Federal regulations 
concerning signs and advertising, and applicable building codes. 
Publically funded art and murals are not subject to requirements 
of this chapter.  Generally, signs are approved by issuance of a 
sign permit. However, there are some signs that do not require a 
permit. These signs are listed in subsection 17.68.040 below.  

A. Planned Unit Developments are required to develop a 
sign plan as set forth in 16.05.050.B.5, which should generally 
follow this Chapter 17.68. 

B. Shopping Centers that are not part of a Planned Unit 
Development may have one multiple use sign that has been 
approved by the Planning Commission at each entrance, and each 
tenant’s sign on the multiple use sign counts toward that 
tenant’s allowable sign space.   



17.68.030 Signs Requiring a Permit. A sign permit shall be 
required for all signs exceeding six square feet in area (see 
table 17.68.130.A and C), unless otherwise exempted by 
subsection 17.68.040, below.  A permit is required when the sign 
face is changed, such as changes in name or ownership.  In 
addition, a sign permit shall be required at any time the area 
of a permitted sign is increased, provided that the increase is 
allowable within the zone district in which the sign is located. 
This subsection shall not be interpreted so as to grant 
permission for prohibited signs with sign areas less than six 
square feet.  

17.68.040 Signs Allowed Without a Permit. The following 
signs do not require a sign permit, but may require a building 
permit or other related permit (if subject to building or 
electrical codes). Signs that do not require permits shall still 
comply with Section 17.68.120, General Design and Maintenance 
Standards, or the applicable standards of this subsection.  

A. Official and Legal Notice. Official and legal notice 
signs that are issued by any court, public body, or officer 
in performance of a public duty, or in giving any legal 
notice, including signs that are required to be posted to 
give notice of pending action pursuant to the Delta 
Municipal Code.  

 
B. Signs with De Minimus Area. Signs that are affixed to 
a building or structure (even if wall signs are not 
permitted in the district or for the use), which do not 
exceed one square foot in sign area, provided that only one 
such sign is present on each elevation that is visible from 
public rights-of-way or neighboring property; and signs 
that are less than three-fourths of a square foot in area 
that are affixed to machines, equipment, fences, gates, 
walls, gasoline pumps, public telephones, or utility 
cabinets. 
 
C. Flags. Flags that are not larger than 30 square feet 
in area that are affixed to permanent flagpoles or 
flagpoles that are mounted to buildings (either temporary 
or permanent).  

 
D. Carried Signs. Signs that are being carried by people 
or by service animals recognized under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (however, such signs are not exempt if 
they are set down or propped on objects);  

 



E. Bumper Stickers. Bumper stickers on vehicles not 
exceeding 4” x 18” and also as excepted in Section 
17.68.090.C.5;  
 
F. Interior Signs.  Includes window displays not meeting 
criteria for window signs in 17.68.080.C.2; 
 
G. Traffic Control Signs. Traffic control signs and other 
signs related to public safety that the City, Delta County, 
any Federal department or agency, or the State of Colorado 
or any political subdivision thereof with  jurisdiction in 
the City installs or requires a developer to install; 
  
H. Holiday Decorations. Holiday or seasonal decorations 
that are displayed for no more than thirty days. 
 
I. Balloons.  Balloons less than 24” in diameter. 
 
J. Pennants.  Pennants with at least one dimension 
(either length or width) less than 24”.  
 
K. Banners or Wave Flags.  Banners or Wave Flags 25 
square feet or less, with a limit of two per lot.  
 
17.68.050 Exemption for Addressing. The posting of the 

addresses of buildings in locations that are visible from the 
street is necessary for the effective delivery of public safety 
services, including E-911. The efficient and timely delivery of 
emergency services is a compelling governmental interest. 
Accordingly, the City requires that street addresses shall be 
posted as follows:  

A. Nonresidential and Mixed-Use Districts. In nonresidential 
districts, street addresses shall be posted at:  

1. All primary building entrances;   

2. On detached signage if the address on the building 
is not visible from the street.  

B. Residential Districts. In residential districts, street 
addresses shall be posted:  

1. On the facade of the building that faces the street 
from which the address is taken; and 

2. On the mailbox or mailbox support, if the mailbox is 
detached from the building.  

C. Exclusion from Sign Area Calculation. Because address 
signs are required, numbers and letters used for 



addressing are not included in the calculation of sign 
area if they are not more than 14 inches in height.  

17.68.060 Non-Conforming Signs.  Legally permitted signs in 
effect prior to the effective date of this Chapter may continue 
to be used as long as the sign is maintained, not enlarged or 
changed materially.  Changes will require a permit and 
compliance with this chapter.  If the sign is destroyed or 
damaged, it may be replaced if construction is completed within 
6 months. 

  
A. Banners, wind-powered devices and other un-permitted signs 

in use at the time of the adoption of these sign 
regulations shall be discontinued by October 1, 2016; this 
paragraph does not apply to banners allowed in 17.68.040.K 
   

17.68.070 Relationship to Other Regulations. These Regulations 
recognize other regulations pertaining to signage (e.g., State 
of Colorado, Department of Highways, “Rules and Regulations 
Pertaining to Outdoor Advertising,” effective January 1, 1984, 
and as may be amended, or the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices). Where any provision of this Chapter covers the same 
subject matter as other regulations, the more restrictive 
regulation shall apply.  

17.68.080 Measurements and Calculations.  The regulations of 
this Chapter shall be applied using the measurements set out in 
this Section.  

A. Sign area is calculated as the area within a continuous 
perimeter with up to eight straight sides that encloses the 
limits of text and graphics of a sign, together with any 
frame or other material or color forming an integral part 
of the display or used to differentiate the sign's message 
from the background against which it is placed. The area 
excludes the structure upon which the sign is placed 
(unless the structure is an integral part of the display or 
used to differentiate it), but includes any open space 
contained within the outer limits of the display face of a 
sign, or between any component, panel, strip, or figure of 
any kind composing the display face, whether this open 
space is enclosed by a frame or border or not. See 
Figure17.68.080.B, Sign Area, Generally.  

  



B. 

Figure 17.68.080 B
Sign Area, Generally 

The sign area of the illustrative monument sign below is 
calculated as the area within the smallest eight-sided polygon 
that encloses all of the text and graphics and framing of the 
message and graphics of the sign.  

 

The sign area of the illustrative collection of wall signs below 
is measured as the area within the smallest eight-sided polygon 
that encloses all of the text and graphics and framing that 
differentiates them from the wall.  

 

 
C. Double-Faced Signs. For projecting, suspended, or other 
double-faced signs: 

  
1. Only one display face is measured if the sign faces 

are parallel or form an interior angle of less than 45 
degrees, provided that the signs are mounted on the 
same structure. If the faces are of unequal area, then 
sign area is equal to the area of the larger face. 
  

2. Both display faces are measured if:  
a. The interior angle is greater than 45 degrees; or  
b. The sign faces are mounted on different 

structures.  
  



D. 
Figure 17.68.080.D
Double-Faced Signs 

E. Signable area is calculated as follows:  

1. Wall Signs. A two-dimensional area on the facade of a 
building that describes the largest square, rectangle, 
or parallelogram which is free of architectural 
details.  

2. Window Signs. The area of glass that has affixed 
paint, decals or lettering 

3. Other Signs. The area of the face of the sign which is 
designed to be used for text and graphics (the 
signable area does not include the sign's supporting 
frame or structure, if any, provided that such frame 
or structure is not designed to display text or 
graphics).  

 
17.68.090 Prohibited Signs and Design Elements.  This section 

identifies signs and sign elements that are not allowed anywhere 
in the City. 

  
A. The following signs are prohibited in all areas of the 

City:  

1. Signs with more than two sign faces.  
2. Signs that are a traffic hazard because they simulate 

or imitate (in size, color, lettering, or design) any 
traffic sign or signal.  

3. Animated or moving signs that are visible from public 
rights-of-way, including any moving, swinging, 
rotating, flashing, blinking, scintillating, 
fluctuating, or otherwise animated light (except as 
allowed in 17.68.130.A, Electronic Message Centers).  



B. The following elements shall not be used as an element of 
signs or sign structures:  

1. Sound, smoke, or odor emitters.  
2. Stacked products (e.g., tires, soft drink cases, 

bagged soil or mulch).  
3. Unfinished wood support structures, except that stake 

signs may use unfinished stakes.  

C. The following elements shall not be used as an element of 
signs or sign structures, which are visible from public 
rights-of-way:  

1. Flags, banners, or comparable elements that are 
designed to move in the wind that are not affixed to 
permanent flagpoles or flagpoles that are mounted to 
buildings; except as allowed per 17.68.040.J. 

2. Spinning or moving parts.   
3. Bare light bulbs, except on holiday displays which are 

exempted from regulation by Section 17.68.040.H. 
4. Flashing lights, except on holiday displays which are 

exempted from regulation by Section 17.68.040.H.  
5. Motor vehicles, unless:  

a. The vehicles are functional, used as motor 
vehicles, and have current registration and tags;  

b. The display of signage is incidental to the motor 
vehicle use; and  

c. The motor vehicle is properly parked in a marked 
parking space or is parked behind the principal 
building.  

6. Semi-trailers, shipping containers, or portable 
storage units, unless:  

a. The trailers, containers, or portable storage units 
are functional, used for their primary storage 
purpose, and, if subject to registration, have 
current registration and tags;  

b. The display of signage is incidental to the use for 
temporary storage, pick-up, or delivery; and  

c. The semi-trailer is parked in a designated loading 
area or on a construction site at which it is being 
used for deliveries or storage.  

D. The following content is prohibited without reference to 
the viewpoint of the individual speaker:  (See section 
17.68.010.B) 



1. Text or graphics that are harmful to minors, as that 
term is defined below; or  

2. Text or graphics that advertise activity that is 
unlawful under local, state, or federal law; or 

3. Text or graphics that are obscene, fighting words, 
defamatory, incite imminent lawless action, or true 
threats; or  

4. Text or graphics that present a clear and present 
danger due to their potential confusion with traffic 
control signs or signs that provide public safety 
information (for example, signs that use the words 
"Stop," "Yield," "Caution," or "Danger," or comparable 
words, phrases, symbols, or characters in such a 
manner as to imply a safety hazard that does not 
exist).  

E. Off-premise signs are not allowed, signs may identify or 
advertise only that activity or use conducted upon or 
related to the premises upon which the sign is located 
except as permitted in 17.68.040. Signs on motor vehicles 
or semi-trailers that otherwise comply with subsections 
C(5) or (6) above are not in violation of this section 
merely because the vehicle happens to be traveling or 
parked temporarily away from the premises on which the 
advertised business is located, provided that such vehicles 
are not permanently or routinely parked in an off-premises 
location (not including the residence of the owner or 
driver) to function as an advertisement for the purpose of 
evading the intent of this section.   For purposes of this 
section, parking within 50 feet of the same off-premises 
location for more than 80 hours during any consecutive 30-
day period shall create a rebuttable presumption of a 
violation. 

The narrow classifications of content that are prohibited by 
this subsection are either not protected by the United States or 
Colorado Constitutions, or are offered limited protection that 
is outweighed by the substantial governmental interests in 
protecting the public safety and welfare. Each paragraph of this 
subsection shall be individually severable in the event that a 
court of competent jurisdiction were to hold one or more of them 
to be inconsistent with the United States or Colorado 
Constitutions.  

  



For the purposes of this Section 17.68.090, “harmful to minors” 
shall mean any description or representation, in whatever form, 
of nudity, sexual conduct, or sexual excitement that: 

1. Predominantly appeals to the prurient, shameful, or 
morbid interest of minors in sex;  

2. Is patently offensive to contemporary standards in the 
adult community as a whole with respect to what is 
suitable sexual material for minors; and 

3. When taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, 
artistic, political, or scientific value. 

 

17.68.100 Prohibited Sign Locations. Attached signs shall be 
installed on signable areas of buildings. Signs that are in 
violation of this Section are subject to immediate removal.  

A. In no event shall a sign, obstruct:  

1. Building ingress or egress, including doors, egress 
windows, and fire escapes.  

2. Features of the building or site that are necessary 
for public safety, including standpipes and fire 
hydrants.  

3. Sight triangles and distances that are required by the 
City of Delta Standards and Specifications.  

B. No sign shall be posted, installed, or mounted on any of 
the following locations:  

1. On trees.  

2. On utility poles or light poles, unless:  

a. The utility pole or light pole is the property of 
the person or entity that posts the sign. 

3. On utility cabinets, except signs posted by the 
utility that are necessary for public safety or 
identification of the facility by the utility 
provider. 

C. No sign shall be located in any of the following locations:  

1. In or over public rights-of-way (which, in addition to 
streets, may include other elements, such as 
sidewalks, parkways, retaining walls, utility poles, 
traffic control devices, medians, and center islands 
that are within the public right-of-way), except:  

a. Traffic control signs installed by a governmental 
entity or which are required to be installed by a 
governmental entity (e.g., permanent traffic 



control devices such as stop, yield, and speed 
limit signs, as well as temporary signs related 
to street construction or repair);  

b. Signs posted by governmental entities that 
support emergency management, such as wayfinding 
to disaster relief locations;  

c. Banners posted by the City on utility or light 
poles;  

d. Signs constructed by the City or another 
governmental or quasi-governmental entity 
pursuant to terms and conditions set forth in an 
approved intergovernmental agreement with the 
City that implement a community identity program 
recognized by resolution of City Council; 

e. Signs located in the B-1 Use District may be 
placed over the right-of-way in conformance with 
the following criteria: 

i. The sign must be supported and attached to a 
building located in the B-1 Use District; 

ii. The sign may extend no more than five feet 
from the building and may extend no closer 
than six feet from the curbline.  No sign 
may extend over any roadway or alley. 

iii. No part of the sign may be less than eight 
feet above the surface beneath it. 

iv. No more than one sign per business may 
extend over the City right-of-way. 

v. No sign with its face parallel to the wall 
of the building to which it is attached, 
except for those printed on an awning, may 
extend more than twelve inches from the 
building, nor more than twelve inches over 
the  public property. 

vi. The sign may identify or advertise only that 
activity or use conducted upon or related to 
the property immediately abutting the sign.  

2. In locations that have less horizontal or vertical 
clearance from authorized communication or energized 
electrical power lines than that prescribed by the 
laws of the State of Colorado and the regulations duly 
promulgated by agencies thereof.  



17.68.110 Illumination of Signs.  Signs may be internally 
illuminated or, if external illumination is used, the source of 
illumination shall be shielded (see 15.04.080.B.1.f).  

 

17.68.120    Sign Maintenance.     Signs and sign structures 
of all types shall be maintained as provided in this Section. 

A. Signs shall display messages. Signs that do not display a 
message for a period of more than 30 days shall be deemed 
abandoned and must be removed.  If business or activity 
being advertised on the sign is closed or abandoned, the 
sign must be removed. 

B. Paint and other finishes shall be maintained in good 
condition. Peeling finishes shall be repaired. Signs with 
running colors shall be repainted, repaired, or removed if 
the running colors were not a part of the original design.  

C. Permanent signs and sign structures shall be finished and 
maintained to prevent tattering, tearing, fading, 
unintended corrosion etc.  Signs not maintained in good 
order shall be deemed abandoned and must be removed. 

 

17.68.130 Allowable Sign Space.   

A.  

Table 17.68.130.A
Permitted Attached and Detached Signage Limits in Commercial 

Use Districts 

District B-1 B-2 B-3 I I-R 

Allowed 
Commercial 

in 
Residential 

Use 
Districts *

Attached, 
Detached, Window, 
Manual Changeable 
Signs, etc 

Allowed Allowed Allowed Allowed Allowed Allowed 

Total Square 
Footage of  Signs 
Allowed 

50 sq ft 
or 1’ sq 
ft per 
linear 
foot of 
lot 
frontage 

100 sq 
ft or 1’ 
sq ft 
per 

linear 
foot of 

lot 

100 sq 
ft or 1 
sq ft 
per 

linear 
foot of 

lot 

100 sq 
ft or 1 
sq ft 
per 

linear 
foot of 

lot 

100 sq 
ft or 1 
sq ft 
per 

linear 
foot of 
lot 

 
100 sq ft 
or 1 sq ft 
per linear 
foot of lot 
frontage 



Table 17.68.130.A
Permitted Attached and Detached Signage Limits in Commercial 

Use Districts 

District B-1 B-2 B-3 I I-R 

Allowed 
Commercial 

in 
Residential 

Use 
Districts *

frontage frontage frontage frontage 

Maximum Signage 
Per Parcel ( 
Square Feet) 

300 n/a n/a n/a 300 
300 

Maximum Sign Area 
per sign face 
(Square Feet) 

150  150 150 150 150 
150 

Sign height limits 35’ 35’ 35’ 35’ 35’ 35’ 

Neon Signs Use 
Standards      

One sign allowed 
per business, to 
be located in 
window with a 
maximum area of 
6sqft to be 
included in total 
signage limit. May 
not blink etc. See 
17.68.090.A.3 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
No 

Electronic Message 
Centers Standards      

One sign allowed 
per business, 
scrolling with no 
transitions, frame 
effects, blinking, 
flashing etc. See 
17.68.090.A.3 

10 sq ft 10 sq ft 10 sq ft 10 sq ft 10 sq ft 10 sq ft 

Larger than 10 sq 
ft – shall be 
counted toward      

 



Table 17.68.130.A
Permitted Attached and Detached Signage Limits in Commercial 

Use Districts 

District B-1 B-2 B-3 I I-R 

Allowed 
Commercial 

in 
Residential 

Use 
Districts *

total allowable 
signage – message 
must be static and 
may only change 
once a day. 

Roof Sign Allowed Allowed Allowed Allowed Allowed 

Other Limitations 

No part of any sign attached to or within 
six feet of a building shall be higher 

than the ridgeline of the roof or parapet 
of the building. 

 

*Does not include home based businesses 

B. The sign is used to identify a residential subdivision or 
development and: 

1. The sign will be set back at least one foot from any 
sidewalk; 

2. The sign will not encroach on any utility easement; 

3. The sign will not obstruct a required sight distance 
or sight triangle as set forth in the Standards and 
Specifications Manual; and 

4. Sign space is limited to 65 sq ft of aggregate sign 
space area, in lieu of the individual signs allowed 
hereinabove on each lot or unit.  This larger sign can 
be used until such time as 60 percent of the total 
lots or units in such development have been sold. One 
of these larger signs may be used at each street 
intersection accessing such development, or at one 
location within the development.  

 

 

 

 

 



C.  

Table 17.68.130.C
Permissible Freestanding Sign Types  

 No Permit Required 

Sign Type All Residential Use 

Yard Sign Allowed

Maximum Sign 
Area (per sign 
/ total) 

6 sf. / 
12 sf. 

Maximum Sign 
Height 6 ft. 

Swing Sign Allowed

Number of 
Signs Allowed 1 per frontage 

Maximum Sign 
Area 5 sf. 

Maximum Sign 
Height 6 ft. 

 
(Ord. 3, §1, 2016) 
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